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AUGUST WORSHIP SERVICES

Re-Creation
Twelve years ago we took a bold step by 
changing the name of our congregation from the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Dallas to 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff. 
“Bold” because it required us to leave the 
comfort of the Fellowship movement, accept the 
more formal responsibilities inherent in the name 
“Church,” and seek a stronger presence in the 
religious conversation of North Texas. The 
intervening years gave witness to our 
transformation. Together we have achieved a 
Fearless Spirituality. Today we stand confident 
in our ability to embrace our neighbors and 
welcome their journeys into ours.  

August 2014
Kathy Grey, Editor

newsletter@oakcliffuu.orgThe Oak Leaf
NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

We, the Unitarian Universalist Church ! Oak Cliff, facilitate individual spiritual growth 
and manifest our shared values through action with the greater community.

SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

AFTER THE SERVICE
11:15am – noon

Youth & Adult Religious Education
Hope & Faith Buildings

Choir Rehearsal
Charity South

Noon – 1:15pm
Trauma-sensitive Yoga
Charity North or Gazebo

12:15pm, 2nd & 4th Sunday
Social Justice Ministry Meeting

Hope Chapel

***
UUCOC Board Meeting

2nd Tuesday, 7pm, Hope Chapel
Open to all

Coordinating Council Meeting
4th Tuesday, 7pm, Hope Chapel

Open to all

***

UUCOC • 3839 W. Kiest, Dallas, TX 75233  (214) 337-2429  www.oakcliffuu.org • Rev. Mark Walz, Minister
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September newsletter 
submissions needed by August 25
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In-Gathering Sunday is September 7
What is Ingathering? It’s sort of a church “homecoming.” The service includes a Water 
Communion, in which congregants contribute small amounts of water to that collected in 
years past. The water may be from special places they have visited over the summer, 
collected from a rainstorm, or anything else significant. It may even be “virtual water.” 
AND a pot luck lunch follows the service!

August 3 – Uniting the Common Man – In order to succeed, we must realize we 
can't do everything alone. We must push past whatever barriers we have and come 
to a place of unity…in ourselves, in our community, in our nation at large. 
Worship Ministry member Trenton Ladler will take the pulpit.
August 10 – Fragments of Holiness – Sara Moores Campbell writes: We receive 
fragments of holiness, glimpses of eternity, brief moments of insight. Let us gather 
them up for the precious gifts that they are and, renewed by their grace, move 
boldly into the unknown. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.
August 17 – The Love Which Overcomes – Love can heal and reconcile. It can 
welcome and inspire. It can lead us from war to peace. It can create family and 
instill courage. Oh, that it could fill our hearts, our world, our universe, and set us 
free. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.
August 24 – When Bootstraps Aren’t Enough – Pastor Larry Brumfield will take 
the pulpit, and we’ll be treated to special music from the "Waxahachie Trio" — 
Angelo Gomez, Kathy KinKaid and Larry.
August 31 – Step By Step – We are not naturally patient. As a people we seem 
always to be in a hurry.  Robert Doss cautions us though: For all who seek a right 
path, may one be found — and the courage to take it step by step. Rev. Mark Walz 
will preach the sermon.

A wonderful, moving performance 
by Jason Bakes

mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
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Share the Plate 
On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets 
is donated to a local charity. Checks may also be made out to UUCOC with 
a notation of the charity's name in the memo section. For money intended 
as pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the subject line on your check, 
or on the envelopes provided for cash. Only cash or checks NOT designated 
for the church will be donated to the charity. 

MYTH: Catholic Charities only serves Catholics.
TRUTH: We serve everyone…even Catholics.

FIGHT THE MYTHS

From Catholic Charities’ Facebook page

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

AUGUST 10 BENEFICIARY: Catholic Charities of Dallas
If you read or watch the news at all, you know that Catholic Charities has 
been at the forefront of helping the thousands of children from Central 
America who have entered the US in recent weeks. Our congregation has 
made generous contributions of hygiene items and books, but there is 
always a need for money. (If you’re writing a check, make it out to 
UUCOC, and write “Unaccompanied Children” on the memo line. 
(Update: The need remains, even if children are not coming to Dallas.)

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Monthly news from our new 
congregation president, 
Don Watkins

Your new board took office July 1st and has met twice 
already. We are visioning some wonderful things for the 
congregation this coming year. Look in the president’s 
corner every month and I promise to keep you informed 
of your board’s decisions as the year progresses.

We have authorized the formation of a bylaws review 
committee to review all of the church’s bylaws. This is a 
long process, so you may not hear much more about it for 
a while. We have also changed the date of our board 
meeting from the 4th Tuesday of each month to the
2nd Tuesday of each month. This will position the 
Coordinating Council meetings on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. Our next board meeting is August 12th, and the 
next CC meeting is August 26th. These are open meetings 
and I encourage any interested members and friends of 
our church to attend. The meetings start at 7:00 PM and 
are held at our church. We always allow a few minutes for 
congregational comments to any non-board members who 
want to join us. 

Put September 7th on your calendar. It is the date of our 
congregational In-Gathering and pot luck (love those). 
I am always fascinated by some of the wonderful dishes 
we cook up. It will take place after the Sunday service and 
more details will be forthcoming.

In the UU spirit of love –
 Don Watkins

There’s still time to sign up!
Even if you answer “no” to the questions posed below, 
there’s always more to learn! UUCOC will cover the 
registration and there will even be help with gas. Talk 
to Don Watkins if you are interested.
To register, email wideawakeworship@rruu.org and 
someone will get back to you for pertinent information.

Details at wideawakeworship@rruu.org
Made possible with a special grant from NTUUC

mailto:wideawakeworship@rruu.org
mailto:wideawakeworship@rruu.org
mailto:wideawakeworship@rruu.org
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EDITORIALS
CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH:  
Larry Brumfield shares the following, sent to him by his colleagues 
in Moving Maryland Forward. Watch for additional  installments in 
future newsletters, or click here for the entire article.

By Debra Leigh, Organizer, Community Anti-Racism Education Initiative

Announcing the formation of a
Revolutionary Street Choir
Emma’s Revolution (emmasrevolution.com) threw 
down the gauntlet at their workshop at GA. They 
said we’ve lost the peaceful nonviolent protests of 
the 60s and 70s. Now, no one seems to know the 
songs — or sings at protests and marches. Now it’s 
the three-word chant, which is confrontational.
They challenged congregations to start 
Revolutionary Street Choirs to show up at protests to 
SING the message, and teach the old songs and 
bring some new ones, too. Singing evokes emotion. 
It’s a peaceful, nonviolent way to convey a message. 
And it can create magic. 
Please help spread the word! This is not intended to 
be a UU-only choir. Anyone who shares our vision is 
welcome to join! Questions? Contact Anita at 
streetchoir@oakcliffuu.org

Yes, there was singing at the “counter-protest” over housing 
unaccompanied minors.

EDITORIAL

"There's a huge lack of compassion for the children, which is why 
we as Unitarian Universalists use "Standing on the Side of Love" to 
determine our actions. If we come down on the side of love for 
people, for the environment, then we're making right choices."   
          – Pat McAfee, at Dallas counter-protest, July 18, 2014

 continued next page 

NEXT MEETING:
August 6 at 7pm

UUCOC
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28 Attitudes (continued)

 MORE NEXT MONTH 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

FIRST TUESDAY
SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM

Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

7pm, August 5, 2014
UUCOC Sanctuary

This documentary chronicles Pras Michel's (hip-hop 
star of the Fugees) very intense nine-day experiment 
living as a homeless man in downtown Los Angeles. 
See more at www.firsttuesdayfilms.org

Local Social Justice Events
Immigration Symposium • Aug. 2, 1-3:30pm 
Panel Discussion at Interfaith Peace Chapel,
5910 Cedar Springs, Dallas 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, immigration rights activist, 
and undocumented American Jose Antonio Vargas will join 
a panel of local and national organizers, advocates, 
teachers, and youth, community, and faith leaders for an 
Immigration Symposium designed to equip and activate 
people as we explore the implications of current 
immigration policy and public discourse as they relate 
particularly—but not exclusively—to the immigrant, 
LGBTQ, and faith communities.
Although the event is free, a suggested donation of $5 to 
H4PJ’s Dallas Child Immigrant fund is suggested.
For a list of presenters, see:
https://www.facebook.com/events/542661219172021/

A Faithful Conversation on Public Education
Aug. 5, 7-9 pm – Panel discussion. For more 
information, contact jobswithjustice@gmail.com or call 
Rosemarie Rieger at 214-632-5695 

Annual Hiroshima Memorial sponsored by Soku 
Gokai International Buddhist Center and Dallas Peace 
Center's Nuclear Free World Committee. Chanting, music 
and presentations. 1-3 p.m. Saturday,  Aug. 9, at SGI, 
13608 Midway Rd., Ste. 104, Dallas. No charge; all are 
welcome.

Social Action Committee of Dallas First Unitarian 
and the Nuclear Free World Committee of Dallas 
Peace Center will present a four-week book study 
group on Wednesdays of August, at 7 p.m. Aug. 6, 13, 20 
and 27. Books available. 

UUCOC SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINISTRY MEETING

August 10 and 24
(Second and fourth Sundays)

12:15pm, Hope Chapel
Please join us!

Over 50 UUs participated in the recent NTUUC workshop Ending 
the New Jim Crow. For some of our “Take-Aways” and “Action 
Ideas” please see www.NTUUC.org/EndingNewJimCrow 

Keynote speaker Bob Ray Sanders

http://www.firsttuesdayfilms.org
http://www.firsttuesdayfilms.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/542661219172021/
https://www.facebook.com/events/542661219172021/
mailto:jobswithjustice@gmail.com
mailto:jobswithjustice@gmail.com
http://www.NTUUC.org/EndingNewJimCrow
http://www.NTUUC.org/EndingNewJimCrow
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Youth RE
We enjoyed some interesting "classes" in July! We 
baked a delicious pizza and decorated cupcakes,
learned about ballet from Dee Stofko, took an 
amazing tour of Urban Acres with Anita Mills, and 
tangled ourselves in yarn with Tyler Pittman. Very 
special thanks to everyone who has shared time and 
talent with the kids this summer. 

In August, we'll be doing Origami with Kathy Grey, 
Spacing Out with Ian Grey, talking Anime or 
something even more fun with Trenton Ladler, and 
getting ready for Ingathering. We're planning some 
exciting changes for the Fall and are looking forward 
to having all our wonderful children back with us. 

There will be a meeting of parents 
and new and returning teachers 
on Sunday, August 24, in Hope 
Chapel during the RE hour. 
We'll be talking about curricula, 
beginning registration, discussing 
concerns, and making plans 
Please be there. 

Questions? 
Email youth.re@oakcliffuu.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Our field trip to Urban Acres was fun and educational! 
We learned about aquaponics*, companion planting, and 
worm bins (lucky worms get a sliding roof for shade), 
and saw many examples of raised bed and container 
gardening. There was the beginning of a keyhole garden 
(raised bed with center compost basket), a hugelkultur* 
garden in progress (based on decaying wood), and 
vegetables growing in straw bales (note garden behind 
Anita in top photo). Talk about an outdoor classroom! 
Thanks again, Anita!                                   (*see page 7)

2014 North Texas Teacher & Advisor Training

"The Games People Play"
Saturday, August 16th, 9:00am — 5:00pm

First Unitarian Church of Dallas 
4015 Normandy Avenue • Dallas, Texas 75205-1750 • (214) 528-3990

Click here for a printable copy of the workshop flyer.

Learn how games can help build community, strengthen friendships, and bring joy to 
our lives. Training led by UUA staff members Pat Kahn and Gail Forsyth-Vail.

Breakfast and lunch will be provided.

RSVP/Register at www.NTUUC.org/TeacherTraining

mailto:youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
http://ntuuc.org/pdf/TAT2014_Invitation.pdf
http://ntuuc.org/pdf/TAT2014_Invitation.pdf
http://www.NTUUC.org/TeacherTraining
http://www.NTUUC.org/TeacherTraining
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OUR SACRED SPACES

Have you seen the church garden 
lately? Thank you to the many 
loving hands, and green thumbs!

We have a bike rack! 
Thank you to everyone who made this happen!  
FYI, the EV charger will be going right…here.

AQUAPONICS, anyone?
A symbiotic system of fish
and plants

HUGELKULTUR 
uses woody debris and
mimics what happens
on the forest floor
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We are still looking for advertisers (or sponsors) and there 
are many opportunities for volunteering the day of the 
event. See Gene at the Greeter’s Table if you can help!

Musicians continue to be booked — so far we have:

Freddie Jones
Eastfield Faculty Jazz Combo

Lady Diamond
Larry Lampkin
Carolyn Jones

Miss Marcy and her Texas Sugar Daddies
Fingerprints

Trumpets4Kids

See www.OakCliffJazzFest.org for more information 
or talk to Gene Dailey or Dan Brown.

September 14, 5-7pm
Relax, sing along, and maybe even dance a little, either on your feet or in 

your seat. Bring your wine or beer and goodies to enjoy an evening of jazz!

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R

September 20, 2014

Vaudeville Night is the Labyrinth Walk Coffee House’s 
annual fundraiser. It’s always a wonderfully entertaining 
evening! Tickets are available online or at the door. 

Here’s the lineup so far:
Singers Judith Anderson, Karen Allen, Lady 
 Diamond, and Emmeline
Dancers Gotta Dance (Dee Stofko and Ira 
 Diamond) and Glorian
Comedian Tracy Tanwar
…and the indescribable WigOuts

This is also LWCH’s 
anniversary celebration, so 
there will be CAKE! 
And soda jerks Don Watkins 
and Mark Walz invite you to 
come early for the Ice 
Cream Social (6-7:30pm).

Finale, 2013
FREE!!

http://www.OakCliffJazzFest.org
http://www.OakCliffJazzFest.org
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

Sunday, September 7th, 3:00–6:00pm
Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff

3839 W. Kiest Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75233
Questions?

michael@drumheart.org   (214) 912-5700

What takes you away from the fun and spontaneity of what 
should be your most joyous moments? What takes you away 
from the deep experience of love and connection that is 
available all around us?

Allow yourself to enter into a deep state of relaxation in a fun, 
rewarding, and challenging way. Connect with others, opening 
your heart, letting your guard down, and letting go of judgment.

Learn to be ok with being in your own time, going with the flow, 
and enjoying your experience of what is – releasing all "shoulds."

TaKeTiNa draws on our whole person; body, mind, senses, 
to engage us in something that looks like dance and 
sounds like music, but takes us to a place within where 
transformation is possible.

Visit www.LabyrinthWalkCoffeeHouse.com to register and 
purchase tickets online or bring cash/checks to the event. 
Suggested donation $15 - $50 for 3 hrs of Rhythm Meditation

(NOTE: LWCH will receive 40% of donations)

Labyrinth Walk CoffeeHouse is 
hosting a 

TaKeTiNa Workshop

Primal Rhythmic Movements
Tribal Kirtan

Meditation Out Loud

ALSO ON OUR CAMPUS…

Thursdays 7-8pm

HOUSE OF SPIN with Kathy KinKaid
SPIN = Start Playing Intentionally Now

Nurturing and Growing Through Liberal Awareness, Music, 
Meditation & Laughter

~ At HOUSE of SPIN, We Are Thought Farmers, 
Cultivating a Better Life Through A Changed Mind ~

Cost:  LOVE OFFERING
More info at 972-268-1931 or harmonyallover@yahoo.com

A few zinnias 
survived our RE 
lesson on balance
of the four 
elements…
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NTUUC — SOCIAL JUSTICE

Are Pride Parades 
Social Action?
This question is certainly a valid 
one, and a good reminder of 
why we march. The parades are 
a major PR opportunity for us, 
but for a real reason and not just 
for a party. 
Those parades and street fairs 
are a chance for us to do 
ministry, reaching folks who 
have been abused because of 
their orientation or identity, 
often in the name of religion. 
The It Gets Better campaign and 
increasing number of school 
GSAs point towards more 
acceptance, but negative 
messages still abound.
For decades, lesbian and gay 
teens have felt isolated, absent 
from media portrayals, and 
condemned by institutions and 
politicians. Substance abuse 
among LGBT people is double 
that of the general population, 
and suicide rates are triple. The 
numbers are even worse in the 
transgender community. And 
homelessness: approximately 
40% of youth on the streets are 
LGBT, many of whom were 
kicked out of their homes or 
fled for their safety. Survival 
sex is a sad fact of life for many 
of them.
The parades are also not just a 
celebration of ourselves; many 
of us tired of that ages ago. 
Instead we march for others 
who have a shortage of pride, to 
give them a lifeline, a glimmer 
of hope. Many people know 
vaguely, if at all, of our 
welcoming congregations, of 
our affirming message and 
inclusive faith. 
The recent court decisions give 
us much to celebrate, and a 
wedding theme for our float. 

The Dallas extravaganza is a regional 
event, attracting at least 30,000 from 
all over North Texas, while Ft. 
Worth's is smaller and more 
approachable. Our Dallas float will 
feature happy couples waving and 
tossing garter belts while wedding 
music blasts away. (Ft. Worth theme is 
TBA.) Walkers (a couple hundred of 

us!) will hand out wristbands and carry 
signs, all as Reflections of Love.
Dallas Parade & Festival are Sept. 21; 
Tarrant County Parade and Street Fair 
are October 4, with picnic on October 5.
Please let us know how you want to be 
involved.

Daniel Polk   469-682-8870 
  executive@ntuuc.org

Daniel Polk  executive@ntuuc.org       Elizabeth Gustwick  egustwick@verizon.net
Janell Jenkins  janelljenkins@gmail.com       Kathy Grey  design@ntuuc.org
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