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SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

––

BEFORE THE SERVICE
Yoga with Brad

9-9:40am
Hope Chapel

Meet and Greet
9:30–10am
Faith Lobby

––

AFTER THE SERVICE
11:15am – noon

Youth Religious Education
Hope Building

Adult Talk-Back
Faith Sanctuary

––

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

First Tuesday Film
August 4, 7pm, Faith 

Board Meeting
August 11, 7pm, Hope

Social Justice Meeting
August 23, 12:15pm, Hope

Coordinating Council 
Meeting

August 25, 7pm, Faith

LABYRINTH WALK COFFEE 
HOUSE EVENTS

Jazz Jam
August 9, 5-7pm, Faith

Psychic & Holistic Fair
August 16, 3-6pm, Faith

Vaudeville Night
August 22, 8pm, Faith

Creating Sacred Space
This year we continue our journey of becoming. 
We are becoming a spiritually fearless, multi-
racial, multi-cultural, and multi-generational 
congregation. We are attracting folks who feel the 
love, and feel the confidence to stay, and grow 
with us. They are gaining the confidence to invite 
their friends and family to come too. At the heart 
of this is the ability to find a safe place to trans-
form our unique and individual journeys from 
what they have been to what they might become.  

There are many ways to reveal ourselves to the 
community that holds us; to create a curiosity that 
beckons; an invitation that compels them to share 
our joy; to savor our sacred space. We have an 
opportunity to become instruments of peace and 
protection for those who have come and for those 
who are on their way. Let us continue to create 
sacred space on our campus, in our sanctuary, and 
in our hearts.

AUGUST 2015
Kathy Grey, Editor

newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
The Oak Leaf

NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

August Worship Services
August 02 – The Healing Genius of Spirituality – Our human future requires a deep 
respect for science. We know that Science protects us and Medical Science can repair 
us and heal us. Spirituality, too, has healing capabilities and a genius that can repair 
us, restore us, and make us whole. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

August 09 – Looking For the Other Side - Why do we think the grass is greener on 
the “other side”?  Worship Ministry Chair Rev. Larry Brumfield is in the pulpit.

August 16 – The Good We Can Do – What comes to mind when you consider the 
value of your life? Or the legacy you are building? A human life can often seem a 
wondrous and never-ending adventure, yet we live without any knowledge of our 
“expiration date.” How do we live in such a way as to leave nothing on the table – 
whenever the end comes? Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon. 

August 23 – Guest Minister Rev. Valda Jean Combs, will preach the sermon.

August 30 – Riffs on the Fifth Principle – Democracy depends upon us to express 
our opinions – whether it is at the ballot box, by petition or protest rally. Social action 
starts with conscience and interfaces with our participation in the democratic process. 
Social action can take many forms – on a continuum from voting to violent riots to 
peaceful declarations. Anita Mills will talk about how we can connect with those who 
have gone before, while following our conscience and engaging in our democracy
Anita is a UUCOC Past President and current NTUUC President.

mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
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UUCOC Board • 2015-16 

How to be a “know-it-all”
Yes, I have worn (and wear) many hats.* (One could say the irony is that I don’t look good in hats 
and rarely actually wear them, but we’re speaking figuratively here.)

I mean that over my 12 years at UUCOC, I’ve participated in many areas of the life of the church, 
from working on the grounds to volunteering in youth RE to designing signs and making flyers and 
and serving on the board and being a member of multiple ministries/committees....  It’s what I can 
do for my community. What’s my point?  Well, I have several!

One of the best things about wearing many hats is that I usually know what’s going on. I’m aware of upcoming events 
because I’ve written about them in the newsletter and posted them on the back of the Order of Worship. Articles from 
Finance and the Endowment Team go through my hands on the way to the newsletter, so I’ve read those. I know what 
Social Justice is up to because I attend the meetings. Same with Worship Ministry. And Labyrinth Walk Coffee House. 

No, I’m not in the loop on everything, as evidenced by all the times someone asks me a question I can’t answer. 

But this isn’t about me. My point is that you can be largely “in the know” by doing the following:

1) Read your newsletter. We attempt to publish it online (with e‐blast notification and download link) by the first of 
every month. Sometimes it’s late. I apologize — sometimes life intervenes. But the newsletter is for YOUR information.

2) Check your email. When your webmaster is not recovering from surgery, “UUCOC News and Events” emails go out 
regularly. Not getting emails from the church? PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE.**

3) Learn the names and faces of your church leaders. Those are our new board members at the bottom of this page. I’ll 
include photos of other lay leaders throughout the newsletter. 

4) Know where to find the church bylaws: https://www.oakcliffuu.org/directory/boardreports.shtml  Maybe not the 
most exciting reading (though recent updates have clarified some of the wording), we govern ourselves and these are 
our rules.

5) Meetings of ministries and committees are open to ALL!  

Want to be a part of the Social Justice Ministry?  Come to the meeting on the fourth Sunday at 12:15, Hope Chapel.

Want a voice in the Music/Worship Ministry?  Come to the meeting! Watch for announcement of the date.

The Board meets the 2nd Tuesday at 7pm. Non‐board members are invited to speak to agenda items at the end of the meeting. 

The Coordinating Council meets every fourth Tuesday at 7pm. Ministry and committee chairpersons are expected to attend, but 
anyone is welcome!

Being “in the know” means you know who to see if you have a great idea to share, want to offer your time 
or talent, have a question or concern…. Plus, you don’t miss opportunities for friendship and fun!

*And I just happened to have that silly photo!

Joe
Montemayor

Dan Brown Charlie Cranfordrc 
saldaña-Flores

PRESIDENT VICE PRES. TREASURER SECRETARY

TRUSTEES

PAST PRES.

Vijay Tanwar Benita Davila

Larry Brumfield David Biehl

Don Watkins

EDITOR’S PAGE

https://www.oakcliffuu.org/directory/boardreports.shtml
https://www.oakcliffuu.org/directory/boardreports.shtml
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RE CORNER

It’s a Summer of FUN!
Aug. 2 – Painting Designs on Picnic Tables
         9 –  Pocket Gardening & Common 

Grounds Singing with Anita Mills
        16–  Kids’ Yoga with Brad Neri
        23– BackPack Blessings for Back-to-School
        30–  Mandalas with Bobbi Blanch

A special THANK YOU to all our teachers:
Darlene and Ray (Nursery)
Susan Ammons (Ages 3-7)
Leah and Tyler Pittmon (Ages 8-12)
Emily Brock, Lorraine and Joe Montemayor (Ages 13-18)
Trenton Ladler and Ian Grey (Young Adults)
And our new Youth RE Music Director: Carol Stephens

As the new Director of LifeSpan Religious Education (DLRE), I am humbly 
grateful to Susan Ammons for ALL of her wisdom & service over such an 
extended period of time. * YOU are a real JEWEL! *

We offer an open invitation to our UUCOC adults to get involved with our 
youth. The kids benefit from adult interaction from their “non-parents.” Sign up any time!

*  RE Teacher's Helper (It's a rotating calendar, so you're not locked into EVERY Sunday)
*  Refreshments – After Music & Class Time, the kids have worked up a hunger for treats!
*  Guest Speakers – We are inter-connected. Let's learn from each other!

Contact Kathy KinKaid at religiouseducation@oakcliffuu.org

DRLE
Kathy 
KinKaid

It washes off, 
right?

** How to sign up for church emails
Go to www.oakcliffuu.org  > contacts & directions > eNews SignUp   http://www.oakcliffuu.org/email_signup.shtml
There are four email lists: News & Events (general church info, including this newsletter and weekly e-blasts), 
FirstTuesdsay Film Festival, LabyrinthWalk CoffeeHouse, and OakCliff JazzFest.
You need to respond to the notice our email servers will send to the address you supply for your subscription. If you do 
not confirm to the system that you want to be receiving emails at the address you supplied, you will not be able to 
receive our emails. Please contact the webmaster if you are still having problems: webmaster@OakCliffUU.org

mailto:religiouseducation@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:religiouseducation@oakcliffuu.org
http://www.oakcliffuu.org/
http://www.oakcliffuu.org/
http://www.oakcliffuu.org/email_signup.shtml
http://www.oakcliffuu.org/email_signup.shtml
mailto:webmaster@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:webmaster@OakCliffUU.org
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Summary of July Board Meeting – Submitted by President Dan Brown

1.  Appointed Charles Cranford to fill the Board secretary position vacated by Autumn at the end of her term in June. 
Shari Adkisson was elected to the position in May, but because of a schedule conflict is unable to attend Board 
meetings and resigned the position.

2.  Approved a request from the Labyrinth Walk Coffee House to expand the monthly schedule for their Psychic & 
Holistic Fair from one month to six months.

3.  Approved the purchase of two additional signs in order to convert two more parking spaces in the east parking lot to 
handicapped parking spaces.

4.  Approved the selection of an exterior paint color for the Faith building [see below], and interior paint scheme for 
the Meditation room (formerly called the yoga room) in the Charity building.

5.  A preliminary profit and loss statement for the 2014-2015 church fiscal year shows a net income of about $3000.

6.  Dwight Brown Leadership Experience: Larry Brumfield, Barbara Fudge and Joe Montemayor will attend (Aug. 8 - 14).
(Not familiar with DBLE?  Visit http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/suuledble.html )

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

CHURCH BUSINESS

Please help us out
We wish to reserve the front (east) parking lot 
for visitors, seniors, and those who have 
difficulty walking. If you are able to walk from 
the west lot, please park there. We are working 
on adding more parking spaces to this lot.
Two more “Reserved Parking” signs will soon 
be installed in the east lot.

Sunday Yoga with Brad
All are invited to join Brad Neri on Sunday 
from 9-9:40am. Meet in Hope Chapel 
until remodeling of the Meditation Room 
(Charity South) is complete.

Wednesday Get-Togethers
“The Wrecking Crew” tackles outside and 
inside projects to spiff up our church each 
Wednesday from 10am – 2pm, with lunch 
at 12:30. Come early for gentle yoga lead 
by Brad at 9:30am. 
Call Mark at (214) 755-4315 or Viv at 
(214) 755-4316 if you have questions. 

And the winner is…
The votes were tallied and #3, the 
deepest of the four colors, won! 
Thank you, Rebecca, for your efforts 
to give us all a voice, and for giving 
us large swatches for reference.

Our choir rocks anyway, but add Jason Bakes and…
WOW!

http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/suuledble.html
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LABYRINTH WALK COFFEE HOUSE EVENTS

Have you been to Jazz Jam yet? 
Do you love playing Jazz?   Do you love singing Jazz?   Do you love listening to jazz?

Would you enjoy listening to Jazz in a quiet setting while having a glass of wine or cold beer?
Well, come on down to the Labyrinth Walk Coffee House on the 2nd Sunday of each month — next event is

August 9 and starts at 5pm and ends around 7pm. Admission is FREE!!! It all happens in the UUCOC Sanctuary!

PLAYERS: Bring your instruments of choice, voice, and your 
Real Books (Hal Leonard 6th edition VOL I & II) and join in 
with the fun. If you want to try something newly written, bring 
it along as well. We always need drummers willing to set up and 
share their drums for the occasions, and bass players. You are 
welcome regardless of your level of expertise! RSVP if possible 
to Gene at jazzjam2015@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com — 
it’s nice to know how many musicians to expect. But it’s OK 
just to show up! All are welcome.

LISTENERS: Feel free to bring whatever you’d like to eat and 
drink, though nothing harder than beer or wine. There’s usually a 
“community table” with food to share. Come planning on having 
a great time and hearing some of the finest musicians in the 
Metroplex. Invite a friend! The admission is free but the 
experience is priceless!!! It’s a perfect way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon.

OUR ANNUAL COFFEE HOUSE FUNDRAISER

August 22 • 8pm
Tickets $10

(online or at the door)

SINGING! DANCING! COMEDY!
Tracy Tanwar • Glorian Mulligan‐Stratton

Steve Leach • The WigOuts • Karen Allen • Emmeline

The Polynesian Princess & her Ukulele
with hula dancers

and Circus Freaks

Come early for the ICE CREAM SOCIAL!
 6pm‐7:30pm

www.LabyrinthWalkCoffeeHouse.com

Please visit 
www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com 

for bios of participants

AUGUST 16

mailto:jazzjam2014@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
mailto:jazzjam2014@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
http://www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com
http://www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com
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Finale, 2013

February 27, 2015

Share the Plate
On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets is collected for donation 
to a local charity. Checks may be made out to UUCOC with a notation of the charity's name in the 
memo section. Only cash or checks NOT designated for the church will be donated to the charity. 
For money intended as pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the subject line on your check, or 
on the envelopes provided for cash.

Third Quarter Beneficiary: Oak Cliff Churches for Emergency Aid (OCCEA) 
Housed in what was once Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church’s choir room, the agency is a collective effort among 25 area 
churches to offer food and referrals for jobs and clothing each weekday morning to Oak Cliff residents in need. In 
addition to cash donations, non-perishable food and toiletries are also needed. There will be a collection basket in the 
foyer for those who can donate such items. (Excerpted from Dallas News Best of the Southwest.)

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

RHAPSODY IN AUGUST
August 4, 2015 at 7pm

UUCOC Sanctuary – Discussion follows

August marks the 70th anniversary of the use 
of the atomic bomb against Japan. 

August 29th marks the “Day Against Nuclear Testing” 
In honor of these two events, we are screening legendary Akira 
Kurosawa’s delicate tale about war and memory. The film is 
centered around Kane, a grandmother who lives on her traditional 
farm in the hills near Nagasaki and her journey to America to 
visit a dying family member. Kane’s husband and a number of 
siblings died in the atomic bombing of the city and memories of 
that event are never far from her mind.

More info at FirstTuesdayFilms.org

FIRST TUESDAY SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM
Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

FREE!

Social Justice Meeting Summary • July 26, 2015
SHARE THE PLATE
Possibilities:

Prison Entrepreneurship Program (PEP; www.pep.org)  Lemlem reported on this program, which trains inmates to 
begin their own businesses via a nine-month training period. Inmates are selected via interview and relocated to 
medium security facilities. Investors come in; inmates pitch their project. 93% are successful. This is a Texas-only 
non-profit based in Houston. James is formulating an organization to hire ex-offenders struggling to find jobs; his 
plan is contracting a “litter abatement program” for organizations to hire offenders finding employment barriers and 
hopes to partner with PEP.

Kiva Zip – Ian Grey is looking into this new Kiva program. (Info at http://www.kiva.org/zip)
Film tie-in – Judy suggested we try to tie in one movie per quarter with the Share the Plate recipient.

                  CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://www.pep.org/
http://www.pep.org/
http://www.kiva.org/zip
http://www.kiva.org/zip
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Social Justice Meeting Summary continued

LEGISLATION UPDATE: 
(1)  Every Child Deserves a Family (S1382) addressing barriers to GLBT adoption
(2)  Teach Safe Relationships Act (S355) to include age-appropriate education in schools that promotes safe 

relationships and teaches students to recognize and prevent physical and emotional relationship abuse
(3)  The Equality Act (US Senate & House) is a sweeping piece of legislation that would amend the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964 and other Federal laws to protect LGBT people from discrimination 
(4)  Automatic Voter Registration Act (HR 2694), to amend existing law to require each state to automatically 

register individuals to vote in Federal elections when they receive a driver’s license drive or other governmental 
documents, if they are otherwise eligible. Judy will be writing a petition to ask a Texas legislator to introduce the 
bill for statewide use. Alice Kinsey has written an informational brochure, and Lemlem will see if the League of 
Women’s Voters is interested in publishing it.

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY
The design (left) presented by Charlie Cranford was approved. It will be clad in cedar, 
30”W x 36”H, with three shelves – two upper for adults and a lower shelf for children. 
Social Justice approved up to $350 for materials and installation. Thank you, Charlie, for 
donating your carpentry skills!

(UPDATE 7‐28‐15: The Coordinating Council agreed to move forward with the project, which 
goes to the Board for approval of the library’s location on our grounds.) 

DALLAS GAY PRIDE PARADE:
Social Justice booth was discussed; may be as effective to pass petitions during the parade/
festival.

FIRST TUESDAY FILMS: Per Judy, we have permission to show a short about African-American Women & HIV 
(Gilead Sciences, Inc.) James suggested three movie ideas from Brave New Films: To Prison for Poverty, Over 
Criminalized (both free) and The third Permaculture: Inhabitat Film (up to $100 screening fee). Jan will follow up.

NORTH TEXAS CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT 
Mavis distributed brochures from this newest branch of the Texas Civil Rights Project, a 501(c)(3) entity dedicated to 
helping low/moderate income folks whose civil rights have been violated. Don Jackson, longtime Ft. Worth ACLU 
activist and professor is on the Board. Jan pointed out the group is doing grassroots work the ACLU of Texas used to do 
before they dissolved local chapters and centralized to Houston. [Editor’s Note: A number of us remember and were 
impressed with Don from NTUUC’s Ending the New Jim Crow workshop last year.]

LANDSCAPING PLAN: Concerns about the apparent derailing of the plan approved by SJ in October and led by 
Anita Mills will be taken to the Coordinating Council. See below for a description of the original plan.*

BUSINESS: Barbara moved that Jan and Judy W. be proposed as Social Justice Co-Chairs. The motion was seconded 
and agreed to, and both Js agreed. The nomination must go to the board for confirmation. 

Want to walk the walk and change the way our church grounds look? 
The Social Justice Ministry is spearheading a committee to re-examine our grounds and 
look at how we can make our landscaping more environmentally friendly, catch 
rainwater, provide plants for pollinators, be sustainable and take less upkeep, include 
edibles — and be beautiful! Want to help out? Phase 1 will be drawing a plot of 
the front half of our property, and observing the sun path as well as water paths on the 
property when it rains. Phase 2 will be talking about what elements we want. Phase 3 
will be plotting out where to put those elements; and Phase 4 will be starting work, 
section by section. Anita estimates it'll take about a year to transform our place. But it 
will be a work of love.

*BACKGROUND FROM THE NOVEMBER 2014 NEWSLETTER:

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY MEETING
August 23 at 12:15pm • Hope Chapel
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GIVING LIFE THE SHAPE OF JUSTICE

Singing to celebrate Medicare’s 50th
The Common Ground Street Choir joined the Texas Alliance for 
Retired Americans at Teacher’s Hall in North Oak Cliff on July 30 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Medicare. We hear it was a 
packed house of enthusiastic activists!
Want to join the choir? You don’t need to be a member of UUCOC 
or even a UU! See www.CommonGroundStreetChoir.org

DALLAS PRIDE 2015 is Sunday, 
September 20
This year, North TX UU’s participation is being 
organized by Interweave Dallas. Do you want to 
help? Contact David Aspinall at 214-826-2730 or 
alltech@wans.net 
For details on the events: www.DallasPride.org

Register at

“We want to marry you!”
NTUUC was ready for the big announcement 
with information on the website 
(www.ntuuc.org/events/we-want-to-marry-you) 
and the wallet cards shown below. Pick some up 
from our greeter’s table and share!

http://bit.ly/1G2SPIt

http://www.CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
http://www.CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
mailto:alltech@wans.net
mailto:alltech@wans.net
http://www.DallasPride.org
http://www.DallasPride.org
http://bit.ly/1G2SPIt
http://bit.ly/1G2SPIt

