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Kathy Grey, Editor

newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
The Oak Leaf

NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

What time is the
SUNDAY SERVICE?

10am – 11am

Then what happens?

Adult Talk-Back
11:15am–Noon, Sanctuary

Adult Religious Education
SUMMER READS

Non-Violent Communication,
by Marshall B. Rosenberg, PhD

Hope Chapel, 11:15am

Youth Religious Education
11:05am–12:15pm, Hope

Young Adult Gathering
12:30pm, Charity North

I hear things get busy in 
the fall. Yes?

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

August 26
Vaudeville NIght

(see page 4)

September 10
Ingathering Sunday

with Water Communion
followed by Potluck Lunch

and Tie-Dye Party

September 16 & 23 
Hearts & Hammers

(see page 5)

September 16
Dallas Pride Festival

and

September 17
Dallas Pride Parade

(see page 7)

August Sunday 
Services 
August 6th — To Tell the Truth
Will we know the truth when we see 
it or hear it? Can we speak it to 
power (or to anyone else, for that matter)? To whom 
do we lie the most (you might be surprised at this 
one)? Truth — such a simple concept; such a deep 
profundity. Could there be more questions than 
answers? Rev. Annie Foerster will preach.

August 13th — Community in Resistance
In the midst of changing times throughout the country and the world, many people feel 
stuck in the middle and overwhelmed by uncertainty. Seminarian Matt Pargeter-Villarreal 
will be in our pulpit. 

August 20th — Myth, Faith, Awe, & Eclipse
As we observe the coming solar eclipse, let’s consider how this phenomenon has affected 
our faith. Rev. Larry Brumfield will preach the sermon.

August 27th — Experience Spiritual Connection through Laughter
Laughter has no accent, it connects people together. Come join us as we explore the 
Spirituality of Laughter together in an experiential way. Marla Loturco will be in our 
pulpit. Marla is a Certified Laughter Leader with the World Laughter Tour, and a member 
of Red River Unitarian Universalist Church in Denison, Texas. Marla is a semi-retired 
computer consultant, still teaching a few computer classes for Grayson College 
Workplace Learning and doing some online consulting. She plays mountain dulcimer
with several clubs/groups in her spare time. 

Journey to a
New Church
There is both Prose and Poetry in the 
life of our Liberal Faith tradition. It 
calls us, not only to dream of human 
improvement, it expects us to create 
a sanctuary where Joy abides – 
where Justice-Seeking becomes real. 
It calls us all to a spirited, eclectic 
feast, filled with fun.  

I’m lichen this! — Let’s do 

another Q & A issue!

Q: Wait a minute! That was 
last week! What gives?
A: Your editor was late 
finishing the newsletter. But it 
was a good service, wasn’t it?
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 

CHURCH BUSINESS

Seeking Task Force Members for Interim Minister Selection
The UUCOC Board of Trustees is looking for volunteers to help us in choosing an interim minister. Members 
of this task force will partner with members of the board to:

• Prepare an informational packet which will be used to help prospective interim candidates learn more 
 about our church and community.
• Review ministerial records from each interested candidate, and select a group of finalists
• Interview candidates and call references as needed
• Makes a final recommendation to the board for first and second choices

If interested, please contact any member of the board before Saturday, August 26th.
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BIG QUESTION: What’s the word on hiring a new minister?
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Q: Anything else I should know about?
A: There are regular monthly leadership 
meetings, which are open to everyone.

It’s a good way to get to know who
does what, and maybe get involved 

yourself (but no pressure!)
Social Justice Meeting

Sunday, August 13
12:30pm, Hope 
(2nd Sunday)

Coordinating Council Mtg.
Monday, August 14
7pm, Faith Lobby

(2nd Monday)

LWCH Planning Meeting
Sunday, August 20

12:30pm, Hope 
(3rd Sunday)

Worship Ministry Meeting
Sunday, August 27

12:30pm, Hope
(4th Sunday)

UUCOC Board Meeting
Tuesday, August 29
7pm, Faith Lobby

(4th Tuesday)

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 

3nd Quarter Beneficiary: 

“Mothers Against Police 
Brutality (MAPB) is the new 
voice for justice for victims of 
police brutality and deadly 
force. We are multi-racial, 
multi-ethnic coalition uniting mothers nationwide to fight for civil 
rights, police accountability, and policy reform.”

QUESTION: Didn’t I read this Q&A 
about Share the Plate last month?
ANSWER: If you did, YAY!  Thank you!  
But this is such an important question, it 
merits a repeat, just in case someone 
missed it last month.

QUESTION: Why do we give money 
away each month if we’re concerned 
about the church’s income?

ANSWER: A few years ago, we chose to 
join the legion of churches who support 
local charities by donating a portion of 
their Sunday collection. These churches 
reported that their “bottom line” was not 
negatively impacted and many even saw 
pledges increase.

Board of Trustees:
    1-year term:
     President:  Vijay Tanwar (2018)
     Vice President:  Darvin Stephens (2018)
     Secretary:  Susan Ammons (2018)
    2-year terms:
     Treasurer:  Ben Marmaduke (2019)
     Trustees:  Jose Espericuenta (2019)
   Charlie Cranford (2019)
   Kathy Grey (2018)* 
   Muriel Flowers (2018)*  
  Past President: Dan Brown
Endowment Fund Managers: (3-year term)
    Sherri van der Wege (2019)** 
    David Biehl (2018)**
    Stephen Betzen (2020)

Leadership Development Committee: (2-yr term)
        Brad Guerrero-Neri (2019) Chair 
 Barbara Fudge (2018)
 Becky Brown (2018)
 Robertus van der Wege (2019)
 Gus Warren (2019)  
 

MORE CHURCH BUSINESS

From MothersAgainstPoliceBrutality.org

Officer Updates
*  Acala Kessler resigned from her Trustee position, 

leaving an additional open positions. In July, the 
UUCOC Board appointed Muriel Flowers and 
Kathy Grey to fill these positions.

** Dates have been corrected.

Share the Plate
On the 2nd Sunday of each month, cash in the baskets not 
designated for the church is donated to a local charity. (For cash 
intended as pledge fulfillment, use the envelopes provided and 
mark “pledge.”) If you wish to write a check to the Share-the-Plate 
recipient, simply make it payable to UUCOC with a notation of 
“Share the Plate” in the memo section. 

Where can 
we make a 
difference?

Nuts and 
bolts of doing 

church

Planning
the Sunday

service

Realizing our 
vision

Labyrinth 
Walk Coffee 
House Team

http://MothersAgainstPoliceBrutality.org
http://MothersAgainstPoliceBrutality.org
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LABYRINTH WALK COFFEE HOUSE

EVERY 2nd SUNDAY, in the Sanctuary: If you enjoy 
playing, singing, or listening to jazz, this will be a real 
treat! Bring a beverage (nothing stronger than wine or 
beer, please) and a snack for yourself or to share.

Players: Bring your Real Books (Hal Leonard 6th 
edition VOL I & II). If you want to try something 
new, bring it along as well. All tips are distributed 
evenly among the performers. You are welcome 
whatever your level of expertise! RSVP if possible — 
email jazzjam2017@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com 

Sunday, August 13, 5-7pm

QUESTION:
LOOK AT THAT LINEUP! Isn’t Freddie 
Jones the trumpeter who plays at the 
beginning of every Cowboys home game? 
And he can play two horns at once?

ANSWER:
Yes, he is! And yes, he can! And Steve 
Leach is back this year — we haven’t seen 
him in a while.

QUESTION: All that for only $10? Tell 
me again what the proceeds go for.

ANSWER:
Vaudeville Night is the Labyrinth Walk 
Coffee House’s annual fundraiser. 
Performers donate their talent, it’s run by 
volunteers, and all proceeds go to funding 
LWCH projects, such as the recent 
Labyrinth rehab and ongoing audio 
system improvements.

QUESTION: I heard one that one time  
Vaudeville Night wasn’t exactly “family-
friendly.” 

ANSWER:
That was years ago! Live and learn.
(But you never know what The Wigouts 
will do.... It SHOULD be safe for the kids!)

LabyrinthWalkCoffeeHouse.com

2ND SUNDAY JAZZ JAM

http://LabyrinthWalkCoffeeHouse.com
http://LabyrinthWalkCoffeeHouse.com


JULY 2017 Oak Leaf • Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff                                     Page 5

First Unitarian Church and Oak Cliff UU
are teaming up again this year!
We need 20 volunteers (all skill levels) 

September 16 & 23

Hearts and Hammers is a non-profit organization formed in 1986 by a former Peace Corps 
Volunteer, Bob Walker. From one home painted by 24 volunteers the first year, the project 
has grown to three thousand volunteers who have refurbished close to a thousand homes. 

Our mission is to repair the homes of low income homeowners, most of whom are elderly and 
disabled. Hearts and Hammers recruits volunteer teams through businesses, churches, civic 
groups and schools. Once teams have been organized, Hearts and Hammers provides 
guidance to team captains in organizing volunteers and working on the homes. The repairs 
weatherize and beautify the home and bring many of the buildings up to city code. The 
project happens on two Saturdays once a year. Volunteers must be 18 years old to work on 
the first Saturday and 16 years old to work on the second.

Signup ends September 3rd

Sign up before or after Sunday services at Oak Cliff 
UU Church or email team captain Ben Marmaduke

at HHUUCOC@OakCliffUU.org

QUESTION: But this conflicts with the Pride Festival 

on September 16! How do I choose?

ANSWER: Well, how much energy do you have? Home 

repairs on Saturday and Pride Parade on Sunday? Or 

Festival and Parade on the first weekend, and then just 

work on the house Sept. 23? Choices are good!

A few picts from last year

AFTER BEFORE
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Ronald McDonald Family Game Night:
Volunteers Needed!

EVERY 3rd SUNDAY, 6:30-8:30 P.M. 
Ronald McDonald House of Dallas
4707 Bengal St, Dallas, TX 75235 

(214) 631-7354

Remaining Dates of 2017:
August 20 •  September 17

October 15 •  November 19 •  December 17

Get Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/LViGcTActaP2
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Sandra at slkochenower@gmail.com 

Volunteers must be 12 or older.
Feel free to join our *New* Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/groups/RMHDallasFamilyGameNight/

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

A invitation from UUCOC member Sandra 
Kochenower:
Scott and I would like to invite people to join us in a monthly give-back project. 
The 3rd Sunday of each month, through December, we run a Family Game 
Night at Ronald McDonald House of Dallas. Board games provide a unique 
opportunity to connect and bond with others. Spend two fulfilling hours making 
amazing connections and helping families forget their hardships for a bit, 
allowing then to just be themselves. It is a truly rewarding experience that you 
will not soon forget.

We continue to ask for donations to the new piano fund. 
We are currently at $400, and need to raise about $1,200. 
Anyone interested may give donations to Autumn, Ministry 
of Music, or write "Piano Fund" on a check placed in the 
offering basket. Thank you!

PIANO FUND!

The west parking 
lot solar lighting 

project is 
ALMOST DONE!

https://goo.gl/maps/LViGcTActaP2
https://goo.gl/maps/LViGcTActaP2
mailto:slkochenower@gmail.com
mailto:slkochenower@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RMHDallasFamilyGameNight/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RMHDallasFamilyGameNight/
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What’s the theme?
The Parade theme is STAND UP – SPEAK OUT.  NTUUC’s  
take on that theme is “STAND OUT – SPEAK  LOVE.” 
NTUUC is producing magnets to hand out during the 
parade and at the booth. There will be new 2‘x3’ 
banners to carry declaring “Love is our doctrine.” 

How to I get there?

For those who’d rather avoid traffic and parking hassles in the Oak Lawn area, NTUUC
shuttle vans will again run from First (at Preston and Normandy) to the parade site.
Details will be provided as they’re finalized.

I hear it’s a lot of fun. How can I participate?

1) Show up! March in the parade. Get cheered for your values. It’s a celebration for all people who believe 
Love is Love and that we all deserve to be our authentic selves. [ed.]

2) Help staff the booth. (This year, since the Festival is on Saturday, and the Parade is on Sunday, people don’t 
have to choose between the two.)  The more help at the booth, the better. What are the expectations? The 
best way to get answers is to contact Tomi Fatunde (of Interweave) directly at tomi.fatunde@gmail.com .

3) Purchase a white t‐shirt from NTUUC (only $10) and come to the tie‐dye party at UUCOC on Sept. 10 after 
the potluck after Ingathering. 

Do I have to wear a tie-dye shirt?
A cohesive look always makes for bigger impact for the walking contingent, but of course you may wear 
whatever you choose. Yellow Standing on the Side of Love shirts are always welcome. (But people have been 
wanting to wear tie‐dye for years!)

NTUUC (North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations) and Interweave (LBGT Group at First 
Unitarian) are organizing UU participation in the Parade and Festival.

Order online (NTUUC.org/tshirts) or look for the sign‐up sheet at church.
* Questions?  See Kathy Grey or email newsletter@OakCliffUU.org.

http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
mailto:newsletter@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:newsletter@OakCliffUU.org
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What else happens on our campus that might interest me?

WOMEN’S GROUP

SHAMBHALA MEDITATION CENTER
In Charity, the small building behind Hope, you will find the Oak 
Cliff center of Dallas Shambhala Meditation.

From dallas.shambhala.org :
The Shambhala Meditation Center of Dallas is part of a global 
community of meditation centers dedicated to the principle that 
every human being has a fundamental nature of basic 
goodness. This goodness can be developed in meditation and 
in daily life to radiate out to family, friends and society. You 
are warmly invited to join us! 
Our weekly Open House format with meditation instruction, sitting, and dharma discussion is on Thursday from 7-9pm. 
Free meditation instruction is available at the beginning of the session to those who are new or wish a refresher.
On Sundays we offer Open Meditation from 9:30 until 11am and Heart of Recovery meetings from 6 until 7pm.

IndivisibleOakCliff.org

On Facebook:
Indivisible Oak Cliff 



INDIVISIBLE | OAK CLIFF

Indivisible Oak Cliff meets monthly* at UUCOC
From the website:
Indivisible Oak Cliff is a nonpartisan group, based in Oak Cliff, Texas. We started in 
January 2017, after the Inauguration, the Women’s March, and the release of the 
Indivisible Guide.  
Our mission is supporting the values of inclusiveness, the freedoms codified in the 
Constitution, respect for human rights and dignity, and the peace and well-being of 
future generations; and opposing government actions and officials who disregard 
these values.
We founded the group with passion but limited knowledge, so it took some months 
to get our footing, but following the interests of our members, we are now focused 
on voter registration and education. (More at IndivisibleOakCliff.org)
———
Note:  IOC will not hold a general meeting in Aug., but will resume in Sept.

IOC Training for Mountain View Votes and The Student Voter Initiative

Learn how to engage future voters and help them become informed citizens!
Join Daniel Scarpace and Terry Bermea

Tuesday, August 22, 7-8:30 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff

Come if you are deputized or if you are planning to become a deputy voter registrar.
We need to register voters! Sign up here.   

Q: One last question : Who thought that bad pun on page 1 was a good idea?

A:  Why, that would be your (trying to be) fearless newsletter editor! Tell her 
where this gorgeous sample of a crustose lichen is located on our campus, 
and she’ll buy you a cup of coffee on Sunday morning.

https://dallas.shambhala.org/
https://dallas.shambhala.org/
http://IndivisibleOakCliff.org
http://IndivisibleOakCliff.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/762747637214670/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/762747637214670/
http://IndivisibleOakCliff.org
http://IndivisibleOakCliff.org
http://facebook.us15.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=d07a617e31f8383f4b20775d6&id=179e5ffd3f&e=1c02756298
http://facebook.us15.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=d07a617e31f8383f4b20775d6&id=179e5ffd3f&e=1c02756298

