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January 4 – Happy New Year – In many cultures the end of one year and the 
beginning of the next requires the settling of all debts, clearing the slate, and setting 
a new course for a new adventure. Today’s service will include the “Two Cookie 
Communion” from our pagan traditions. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

January 11 – Ethical Grace – The second President Roosevelt famously said, “The 
only thing we have to fear...is fear itself.” Yet fear has been the driving force for 
most of this new century. Since 9/11, too many decisions have been driven by fear, 
and the repercussions weigh heavy on our hearts. Can grace—ethical grace—drive 
our fears away and restore our integrity? Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

January 18 – Minimum Wage – This month will bring an abundance of deserved 
tributes to, and remembrances of, the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. He dreamed of a 
new “ethical grace” for all of us, and his vision for a better America was focused in 
many directions. We must never forget that at the heart of his dream was a better 
life for working America. To truly honor him we must continue his vital work. Rev. 
Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

January 25 –  Worship Ministry – The UUCOC Worship Ministry will lead the 
service. Watch for e-blasts with details.

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
SERVICES

Building a 
New Way
We have created experiences on 
Sunday Mornings that fill us with 
warmth and joy. Guests tell us it is 
palpable and fun. We have invited 
the community to come and love 
their lives with us. Especially in 
music. And we have every right to 
be grateful for the church we are 
becoming. Built on curiosity and 
freedom of conscience, and 
wrapped in compassion and 
kindness, we have embraced the 
Welcoming Congregation way of 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

January 17 
MLK March/Parade in Dallas 

January 20
TX UU Legislative Action Day

January 31
NTUUC Awards Luncheon

(We are the host church — let’s 
have a good turnout!)

Kathy Smith and other members of the Common 
Ground Street Choir serenaded a Grand Prairie 
Walmart on Black Friday, in support of Jobs With 
Justice – Texas and striking Walmart workers.

SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

AFTER THE SERVICE

11:15am – noon
Youth & Adult

Religious Education
Hope & Faith Buildings

***

community. Our covenantal way of doing church asks us to always bring our best 
selves to our journey and never to rest on our successes. There are others on 
their way here, and we must be ready to expand our family to include them. It is 
time to dream a still newer way. What if this new  Welcoming Way was through 
Social Witness?

We, the Unitarian Universalist Church ! Oak Cliff, facilitate individual spiritual growth 
and manifest our shared values through action with the greater community.

mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
http://www.oakcliffuu.org
http://www.oakcliffuu.org
mailto:newsletter@OakCliffUU.org
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COMMENTARY

The holidays were great, but I must admit that I am sort of glad they are behind me as I get ready to 
take on the new year.
In January we have our regularly scheduled events of First Tuesday Social Justice Films and 2nd 
Sunday Jazz Jam. Look also for a planned trip to Austin on January 20, to hold our elected  
legislators  accountable. This will be coordinated by NTUUC (North Texas Unitarian Universalist 
Congregations). There will be bus transportation available on Jan. 20, to and from Austin provided 
by NTUUC. Other UU congregations in our state will attend as well. [See page 4.]
NTUUC will also be holding their annual luncheon and awards ceremony at our church on Saturday 
January 31. The cost is nominal and it is an excellent way to learn about NTUUC and meet and talk 

with members of other UU churches in our cluster.
We are planning another Bowl-a-thon at Redbird Lanes in February, details to follow. We will also be holding our Service 
Auction on March 7. ( I see a St. Patricks Day theme  in the making). This is our major fundraiser for the year, so look 
around and see what you can donate in the way of goods and or services to this most important event. We need volunteers 
to help organize the event and there will be a lot more information coming your way. 
A reminder that our board meeting is on Tuesday, January 13, 7pm in the Hope building, should you wish to attend. 
In the UU spirit of love —  Don Watkins

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The Ferguson LIE
Americans may be a smart, educated people, but we are lazy and ignorant. It’s too much 
effort for our delicate sensibilities to gain a deeper understanding of how our nation 
functions. This is why the Ferguson Lie happened. This is why the Ferguson Lie works.
That the grand jury did not indict Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson was a foregone 
conclusion.  To those of us who don’t have to look up a study or read a law review article 
to understand how indictments happen in the real world, the outcome was clear when St. 
Louis County District Attorney Bob McCulloch announced that he would present all the 
evidence to the grand jury.  Wachtler’s “ham sandwich” has grown trite in this discussion.
The Ferguson Lie is an appeal to our sense of fairness and transparency. We were played. McCulloch’s lengthy spiel before 
announcing “no true bill” was to spread the lie. To the ear of the media, McCulloch’s pitch was appealing; the grand jury 
heard all the evidence. The grand jury transcript will be disclosed to provide complete transparency. Witnesses lied to the 
media, but the grand jury heard the truth. The grand jury saw the hard evidence. Nine whites and three blacks, so no one 
would think that the grand jury was denied the voice of people of color, sat on the grand jury, which met for 25 sessions 
and more than 70 hours of testimony.

The grand jury did the dirty work that America needed done.  The grand jury has spoken.
This is the lie.
The description of what happened with the grand jury, how it heard all the evidence, how it will be transparent, is intended 
to appease our innate sense of fairness. Americans love things that appear fair, even if we don’t quite understand what 
actual fairness means. This sounds as if it was done as well, as fairly, as it could possibly be done.  But it’s a lie.

“All the evidence” is a phrase that applies to a trial. A trial is a procedure that happens in an open courtroom, where adver-
saries zealously present their case and challenge the other side’s case. It is transparent because we can watch it unfold, 
develop, happen before our eyes. We hear the questions and answers, the objections and rulings. We hear the request to 
admit evidence and the voir dire and challenge to its admission. We hear the opening arguments and summations.
McCulloch put on a play in Ferguson. His press conference announcing the foregone conclusion was remarkable in many 
ways, not the least of which was how he sold the argument for “no true bill” rather than the position he, as prosecutor, was 
duty-bound to champion. The man charged with prosecuting killers argued the case for not indicting Wilson.

continued next page

Submitted by Larry Brumfield, from SIMPLE JUSTICE: A Criminal Defense Blog by Scott H. Greenfield

© Jamelle Bouie/WikiMedia Commons
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Commentary (continued)

From page 2

McCulloch didn’t have to go to the grand jury at all. He could have prosecuted Wilson by fiat had he wanted to do so.  
He did not. He was not going to be the person who charged Wilson with any variation of homicide. But in deciding to 
take the case to the grand jury, the lie was born.

Whether Darren Wilson would have been convicted after trial remains unclear; perhaps the case against him for the 
killing of Michael Brown wouldn’t have survived scrutiny. Perhaps the structural benefits given law enforcement to kill 
without fear would have allowed him to circumvent conviction. Perhaps he wasn’t guilty. We will never know.
The grand jury transcript offers little comfort. Those who explain that it’s transparency are lying to you. It’s all part of the 
Ferguson Lie. While it tells us what was presented, it doesn’t tell us what was not. It’s unchallenged, unquestioned and 
unquestionable evidence. There is no adversary in the grand jury to roar against its one-sided presentation.
That it ended without the prosecutor asking the grand jury for an indictment is unheard of. By this omission, it ended 
with the prosecutor telling the grand jury that a close call goes to the defendant. It ended as it was meant to end, as the 
foregone conclusion demanded it end.
The merit of the grand jury presentation relies entirely on our acceptance of Bob McCulloch’s office desiring an 
indictment against Darren Wilson. Just as a prosecutor can indict any damn person he pleases, he can similarly make sure 
a person is not indicted.  He does so through subtle tricks. He does so through big lies. Like presenting “all the evidence.”  
Like the Ferguson Lie.
Had the prosecution desired an indictment against Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson, the presentment would have 
taken an hour, maybe two, and there would have been a true bill by close of business the next day, well before Michael 
Brown had been laid to rest.  The grand jury isn’t the venue to present “all the evidence.” That’s what trials are for.  The 
grand jury serves a very limited function, to determine whether sufficient evidence exists so that there is probable cause 
to proceed to trial.
In Ferguson, the grand jury served a very different purpose. It was the mechanism by which the guardians of the status 
quo protect the American dream of an orderly society, where the appearance of challenge is preserved so that lazy and 
ignorant Americans can sleep well at night, secure in the belief that their officials and institutions are doing the job of 
protecting their comfort against the unsavory and the malcontents.
This is the Ferguson Lie. Will America fall for it? Of course we will, just as we have so many times before. It’s too much 
work to do anything else. It’s always been too much work for Americans.

Meet at 9:30AM @ Dallas City Hall
For more details, contact Joe Montemayor @ (210) 251-6668 

RSVP TODAY! 

33rd ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION MARCH/PARADE

Saturday, January 17, 2015, 10:00 am
City Hall to Fair Park Entrance 

Members and Friends of
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF:

Every year we talk about marching — let’s DO IT this year!
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Van loads of UUs from around Texas will travel to Austin for the Texas UU Justice 
Ministry Legislative Action Day Tuesday, Jan. 20 to promote UU values with 
legislators as they kick off the 2015 Session.
We’ll start our day at the Capitol in room E2.026 at 8:30 a.m. hearing Rev. Carlton 

Smith, a member of the UUA Southern Region Life Staff, talk about how our Texas issues connect to the larger UUA 
picture and Representative Donna Howard, a fellow UU, share an overview of what to expect from the legislature and 
how we can best advocate our values.
We’ll learn how to conduct advocacy meetings with our legislators by role-playing with Austin UU Karen Neeley, 
who’s worked as a lobbyist for community banks for 25 years, and we’ll receive one-page, informative flyers to leave 
with legislators, which tell about both Unitarian Universalism and our main issues: women’s reproductive justice, 
Medicaid expansion and economic justice.
From 11 a.m. - 3 p.m, we’ll visit legislators from our districts, and from 3:30-4:30 p.m. we’ll reconvene as a big group 
to debrief our day before heading home. Those planning to arrive Monday, Jan. 19, will have the option of a special 7 
p.m. tour of the Capitol, by Karen Neeley, who will show us the shortcuts, back stairways and other secret spaces most 
people never discover, along with sharing a few juicy stories.
Rev. Chuck Freeman 
Executive Director, Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry 
Bending Texas Towards Justice

CLICK ON THE LINK ABOVE FOR ALL TRIP REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Advocate values at the Capitol with UUs 
from across Texas on January 20

Photo: LoneStarMike 
via WikiMedia 
Commons

NTUUC is chartering a bus for this trip! (leaving from UUCOC early Jan. 20)
Details and sign-up information:  http://www.ntuuc.org/AustinBusTrip.shtml - SIGN UP BY JAN. 10

Everyone is invited to join the Common Ground Street Choir in letting the capitol folks know who’s in the House!

TEXAS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

LOCAL SOCIAL ACTION Spotted at church....

Common Ground Street Choir and friends on Black Friday

http://txuujm.org/
http://txuujm.org/
http://www.ntuuc.org/AustinBusTrip.shtml
http://www.ntuuc.org/AustinBusTrip.shtml
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Sharing the Plate
On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated 
cash in the baskets is collected for donation to a local 
charity. Checks may be made out to UUCOC with a 
notation of the charity's name in the memo section. 
Only cash or checks NOT designated for the church 
will be donated to the charity. For money intended as 
pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the subject 
line on your check, or on the envelopes provided for 
cash.

The UUCOC Social Justice Ministry selects 
beneficiaries quarterly from your suggestions. Who do 
YOU want to Share the Plate with? Is there a local non-
profit group that is dear to your heart?  If you have ideas 
for a Share the Plate recipient, please talk to Judy 
Watkins or Lemlem Berhe, Social Justice Co-Chairs.

2015‘s first quarter beneficiary is CitySquare.

Finale, 2013

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY MEETINGS
January 11 & 25, 2015
 12:15pm, Hope Chapel

All welcome!
(Feel free to bring a snack to share)

PAY 2 PLAY follows filmmaker John Ennis’ quest to find a way out from 
under the Pay 2 Play System, where Politicians reward their donors with 
even larger sums from the public treasury — through contracts, tax cuts, 
and deregulation. He journeys through high drama on the Ohio campaign 
trail, uncovers the secret history of the game Monopoly, and explores the 
underworld of L.A. street art on a humorous odyssey that reveals how 
much of a difference one person can make. PAY 2 PLAY: Democracy’s 
High Stakes is the layman’s guidebook to taking back our democracy. 
More info at FirstTuesdayFilms.org

FIRST TUESDAY SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM
Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

PAY 2 PLAY
February 3, 2014 at 7pm • FREE!
UUCOC Sanctuary – Discussion follows

Walking the Green Path
How we can make our landscaping more environmentally friendly? 
Phase 1 involves drawing up a plot of the front half of our campus, 
and observing the sun path as well as water paths on the property 
when it rains. Want to help? Contact Anita at anitam48@gmail.com

Kicking off Phase 1: 
Anita and Jan taking accurate measurements of UUCOC grounds

MISSION STATEMENT: To fight the root causes of poverty 
through service, advocacy, and friendship.

CORE VALUES:
COMMUNITY. We are a community of neighbors, investing 
in each other and developing meaningful relationships which 
value each individual.
FAITH. Our work flows out of our faith, and that faith is 
inclusive and ecumenical.
JUSTICE. We stand for justice and demand equality for all 
our neighbors.
STEWARDSHIP. Our resources belong to the community 
and as stewards of those resources we will act with integrity, 
demonstrate accountability and operate efficiently and 
effectively.

ATTENTION STUDENTS:
Are you pursuing a degree related to 

environmental work?
See www.ntuuc.org/scholarships for info 

on the Ned Fritz Scholarship 

http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
mailto:anitam48@gmail.com
mailto:anitam48@gmail.com
http://www.ntuuc.org/scholarships
http://www.ntuuc.org/scholarships
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Wednesday Get-Togethers
A little work, a meal and conversation, 10am to 2pm

Thank you — Jessie, Susan, Gay and Ben, Rebecca, 
George, Dan, Brad, Autumn, Lila, Jonnie, Scott (for 
his email reminders and guidance) and our President Don 
for the gift of time, talent, muscle energy, and good will 
to clean, re-organize, and re-purpose our sacred spaces. 
Many hands are making the work lighter. Rooms in the 
Hope Building have been re-claimed, cabinets and 
closets wiped, swept, organized and labeled for ease of 
use. Our labors will be ongoing each Wednesday from 
10am – 2pm. Much conversation and laughter is 
provided along with lunch. We encourage suggestions for 
future projects to make our church more lovely and 
welcoming. Feel free to call, please call Mark at (214) 
755-4315 or Viv at (214) 755-4316.

RE CORNER

Classes have resumed and spirits are high. 
The Christmas Eve Pageant was a wonderful 
success. Thanks to everyone who contri-
buted, participated and/or attended. Special 
thanks to the actors including the teen angels, 
Mary and Joseph, the donkey, Emperor 
Augustus, the shepherds, and all the animals. 
The music was splendid and the storytellers 
marvelous. It was a truly magical evening. 

Plans for the New Year include participation 
in the Bishop Arts Mardi Gras parade, a trip 
to the Perot Museum, a special teacher 
appreciation event, and an end of the year 
celebration for the kids. 

Thank you for your continued support.

 “Donkey”

Our intergenerational, interspecies UU Christmas Pageant — what fun! (Special call-out to the ever-patient Ginger Sue.)

HOUSE OF SPIN
with Spin Goddess Kathy KinKaid
SPIN = Start Playing Intentionally Now

Share in a Variety of Perspectives

Enrich Your Practice of Being the Sacred in the Everyday

Feed a Better World – RIGHT NOW – with Personal Insight, 
Connection & Support

Whole is the Goal – Let’s Do It Together!

Practical Mysticism With YOU in Mind

Thursdays in Hope 7-8pm • Cost: Only $5
www.spingoddess.blogspot.com  

ALSO ON OUR CAMPUS…OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

– Submitted by Susan Ammons

http://www.spingoddess.blogspot.com/
http://www.spingoddess.blogspot.com/
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An exploration of the mystery of altruism ! is it a religious impulse? 
A sociological imperative? Or a psychological need to connect with others 
with love and self-sacrifice? 

Drawing upon recent research, ancient intuition, and real-life examples, 
Christine sheds light on how we can serve the world and heal ourselves 
at the same time.

Radical Gifts; Radical Faith
Speaker: Dr. Christine Tata

NTUUC 6th Annual Awards Luncheon
January 31, 2015  =0/#%+'>?@5ABC'D'E."/-'>@AA'

Please join the NTUUC board to honor the recipients of the Awards

Tickets $16 • Purchase online at NTUUC.org/awards

(Tickets also available from your church’s NTUUC rep)

Dr. Tata has lifelong ties to Unitarian Universalism, from her UU upbringing in the Texas Bible Belt to her service for UUA congregations, as well 
as in the progressive United Church of Christ, in which she is ordained. She served as senior pastor for UCC churches in Dallas and California, 
and was later called to be Associate Pastor for Worship on the startup team for the innovative Pathways UU congregation.  

As a Juilliard-trained former actress with a PhD in rhetoric and literary studies, she has a wide-ranging interest in communicating important 
messages in engaging ways, and she is a frequent guest preacher in area UU pulpits. She recently facilitated the NTUUC-supported Wide 

Awake Worship workshop, which explored fresh ways for liberal congregations to create meaningful space/time and authentic celebrations 
of worship. 

Apart from her “day job” as director of policy administration at an academic medical center in Dallas, Christine continues to seek out elusive 
signs of ultimate meaning and does what she can to inspire and affirm liberal seekers and believers.

(See NTUUC.org/awards for a list of this year’s honorees)

UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY 11 • 5-7pm
Bring your wine or beer and goodies and enjoy an 

evening of jazz! No admission charge, but the 
musicians welcome tips.

EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

FREE! In the UUCOC
Sanctuary

Bishop Arts
Mardi Gras Parade
Sun., Feb.15th, 4pm

Watch for more info as plans for
our participation develop

NTUUC.org/awards

http://NTUUC.org/awards
http://NTUUC.org/awards
http://NTUUC.org/awards
http://NTUUC.org/awards
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CHURCH FINANCES
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OUR ENDOWMENT
The goals of the UUCOC Endowment are growth in the value of invested assets and sustainable distribution for 
congregational support. Endowment Committee members are elected by the membership to serve three year terms. 
With guidance from a  professional investment advisor, they manage the assets of the Fund with a view toward growth 
and stability. The Fund consists of a variety of investments, including large cap equities, small cap equities, fixed 
income, high-yield fixed income, and global asset allocation funds. The Fund also includes an active program of 
Socially Responsible Investing which focuses on making investment decisions that reflect Unitarian Universalist values 
and contribute to positive social and environmental change. 

Please consider making your own thoughtful contribution to UUCOC Endowment and Memorial Gift Fund for the 
future of Unitarian Universalism in Oak Cliff. Many UU churches do not have an endowment — we do because of the 
foresight exhibited by the folks who established our fund in 1987. We can be grateful to the founders for nearly 
$100,000 distributed from the fund to support our church.

Submitted by Susan Ammons, Endowment Fund Manager Next meeting is 1/11/15 after RE
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WWiinntteerr  RReevviivvaall 
The Promise of Unitarian Universalism 

January 22 ! 25, 2015 
First Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church 

1959 Sandy Lane • Fort Worth, TX 76112 
 

Three Ministers delivering outstanding testimony, in a  
weekend packed with worship. Deepening faith and inspiring seekers  

with the promise of Unitarian Universalism. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Winter Revival offered through partnership by First Jefferson (www.firstjefferson.org),  
North Texas UU Congregations (NTUUC, www.ntuuc.org ),  

Faithify Crowd funding (www.faithify.org),  
and you! Donate at firstjefferson.org today 

 
Light supper available Thursday and Friday from 6pm to 6:45pm. Nursery care provided. 

Rev. Ron Robinson, Thursday, January 22, 7pm 
A Third Place Community Foundation, Turley, OK 

 
The Rev. Ron Robinson has served for 11 years as the executive director of the national 

Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship founded in 1945; he is an adjunct professor of 
practical theology and director of ministerial formation for Unitarian Universalists at Phillips 
Theological Seminary in Tulsa; he is the executive director of the A Third Place Community 

Foundation, a neighborhood renewal nonprofit located in the high poverty low life expectancy 
area of far north Tulsa that has created both an award-winning community garden park and 

orchard and a community center. His work in north Tulsa earned him the first Pioneer Award 
from the Friends of Anita Hill Foundation. 

Rev. Tony Lorenzen, Friday, January 23, 7pm 
Free-range builder of beloved community, Houston, TX 
 
The Reverend Tony Lorenzen grew up in Leominster, MA and is a graduate of Fitchburg State 
University and Harvard Divinity School. He has served congregations in Massachusetts and Texas 
and currently serves as the half-time consulting pastor at two congregations in the greater Houston 
area: Thoreau Woods UU Church in Huntsville, TX and the Unitarian Fellowship of Houston.  He 
believes the mission of Unitarian Universalism is to Love the Hell out of the World and his ministry 
focuses on spiritual formation for mission and social justice.  

Rev. Jennifer Innis, Sunday, January 25, 11am 
First Jefferson UU Church, Fort Worth, TX 

Bringing the good news of our progressive faith, the Reverend Jennifer Innis is celebrating five 
years as Consulting Minister for First Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church.  

A third generation Unitarian and Unitarian Universalist in Worcester, MA., she enjoyed completing 
a degree in theater from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst followed by earning a 
Master’s of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School. She has served with congregations in 

Massachusetts, Maine, Alabama, South Carolina, Illinois, and Texas. Also a trainer in Spirit Play, a 
story-based program for children and youth faith development in Unitarian Universalism, the Rev. 
Jennifer and her spouse, the Reverend Patrick Price of Community Unitarian Universalist Church 

in Plano, are on an adventure of the spirit with their two young children.  

 

NORTH TEXAS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONS


