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JULY WORSHIP SERVICES

Re-Creation
Twelve years ago we took a bold step by 
changing the name of our congregation 
from the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Dallas to the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Oak Cliff. “Bold” because it 
required us to leave the comfort of the 
Fellowship movement, accept the more 
formal responsibilities inherent in the 
name “Church,” and seek a stronger 
presence in the religious conversation of 
North Texas. The intervening years gave 
witness to our transformation. Together we 
have achieved a Fearless Spirituality. 
Today we stand confident in our ability to 
embrace our neighbors and welcome their journeys into ours.  

July 6 –  Patriotism
We all want our nation to be the best it possibly can. But empty slogans and 
mindless flag-waving isn't real patriotism. True Patriotism can help and support 
our efforts, and knee-jerk patriotism like Open-Carry has the ability to distract us 
from our best path and hinder or even arrest our progress completely. Rev. Mark 
Walz will preach the sermon.

July 13 – Deep Ecumenism 
The wisdom with which our forefathers crafted our U.S. Constitution is nowhere 
more apparent than in the phrases freedom of religion and no religious tests. 
They give us the collective space to explore our own journeys to spiritual 
wholeness and the inalienable right to change our  mind on the way. Rev. Mark 
Walz will preach the sermon.

July 20 – Learning To Dance With Chaos And Joy
The excitement of urban life can take its toll. It can bring danger and it can bring 
joy. Do you find your nervous system vibrating to something unknown and 
beyond your control? If you simplified your goals, clarified your focus, and 
embraced the chaos, could you dance to its rhythms without feeling foolish?  
Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

July 27 – Saying Yes
Renée Brill, of our Worship Ministry (and student at Starr King School for the 
Ministry) will take the pulpit.
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August newsletter submissions 
needed by July 24

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINISTRY REBOOT! 

Sunday, June 29, 12:15pm
in Hope Chapel

Traveling this summer? 
Bring back a little water for our 
Ingathering/Water Ceremony 

in September!
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EDITORIALS

CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH:  
Larry Brumfield shares the following, sent to him by his colleagues 
in Moving Maryland Forward. Watch for additional  installments in 
future newsletters, or click here for the entire article.

By Debra Leigh, Organizer, Community Anti-Racism Education Initiative

 MORE NEXT MONTH 

http://www.oakcliffuu.org/newsletters/28ToolsChangeRacistAttitudes.pdf
http://www.oakcliffuu.org/newsletters/28ToolsChangeRacistAttitudes.pdf
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July 13 Beneficiary:
North Oak Cliff Branch Library 
Ray Sablack, with Friends of the 
North Oak Cliff library, will be 
joining us to talk about the library’s 
outreach programs.
Have an idea for a beneficiary? 
Email newsletter@OakCliffUU.org

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY UUA General Assembly

Share the Plate 
On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets 
is donated to a local charity. Checks may also be written to UUCOC with a 
notation of the charity's name so that it can be passed along. For money 
intended as pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the subject line on 
your check, or on the envelopes provided for cash. Only cash or checks 
NOT designated for the church will be donated to the charity. 

Our Leadership at GA: NTUUC President 
(and UUCOC Past President) Anita Mills, 
UUCOC President (and incoming NTUUC 
Rep from Oak Cliff) Pat McAfee, and 
NTUUC Executive Director Daniel Polk. 

Unitarian Universalists are gathering in 
Providence, RI, for five days of worship, 
witness, community, and Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA) business. 
General Assembly (GA) 2014 will help 
our association live into a future where 
our “Love Reaches Out” to share our faith 
both within and beyond our 
congregations’ walls.

General Assembly 2014 
Follow-up Potluck Dinner
July 13, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.

Channing Hall, First Unitarian Church
4015 Normandy, Dallas

Whether you attended in person or 
virtually, please come share your 
stories, and hear of others’ experiences. 

If you’re thinking of going in the future, 
this would be a good chance to start 
preparing.

NTUUC will provide beverages. RSVPs 
are appreciated but not required: 
executive@ntuuc.org or 469-682-8870.

Endowment News
Submitted by Endowment Fund Manager Susan Ammons 

Our last formal meeting with long time member David Biehl was June 
22, and we will miss him dearly. We welcomed Judy Dailey to the 
fold. Dennis Brock provided a wonderful (re)orientation for the team and 
we are looking forward to yet another prosperous year. The fund is doing 
well right now and has actually restored nearly all the funds recently 
disbursed for repairs on the campus and for new roofs on Hope and 
Charity. If you have not already seen it, please take time to review the 
new brochure about the Endowment and Memorial Garden. It is only 
through your thoughtful contributions that we can continue to support the 
good works and ensure the future of our beloved Church.

Our Ministry of Worship 
needs YOU!
What does the Worship Ministry do?

We plan services for the Sundays 
when Rev. Mark is not in the pulpit. 
Members of the Worship Ministry are 
not required (or expected) to take the 
microphone, though they may if they 
wish. We use our talents to support the 

goals of the church — selecting topics, music, dramatic moments, and 
arranging for presenters. We strive to build community by engaging the 
congregation and providing a diversity of voices.

The Worship Ministry also helps select Share the Plate beneficiaries.

We need more members of the team, especially with Elaine gone for the 
summer and Renée getting busier with her grad school studies. Meetings 
are usually held on the first (and sometimes third) Sunday at 12:15pm in 
Hope Chapel. Feel free to sit in on a meeting — there is never any arm-
twisting! 

Rhode Island Convention Center

mailto:newsletter@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:newsletter@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:executive@ntuuc.org
mailto:executive@ntuuc.org
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

CHILDREN’S RE CORNER
On June 29, we will be celebrating the end of our church 
school year with a special class on the heroes and heroines of 
Unitarian Universalism. There will be games and fun, and the 
adults are invited to attend. We will also be taking a moment 
to once again thank the wonderful folks who have taught our 
classes and guided and loved our kids. Kudos to Leah and 
Tyler Pittman, Kathy Grey, Trenton Ladler, Emily Brock, Pat 
McAfee, Mark Walz, Vivian Walz, Judith Anderson, and their 
minions who helped make our RE program a great success.
For the summer, we will be taking a more casual approach 
with less structure and even more fun. On July 6th we’ll be 
celebrating the holiday with a little time in the kitchen, on the 
13th Dee Stofko will share her dance knowledge and talent 
with the kids, and on July 20th Anita Mills will be hosting a 
visit off campus to Urban Acres to learn about sustainable 
living. July 27th is not yet confirmed but you can be assured 
it will be interesting. There are other experiences in the 
planning for August, but it is not too late to share your 
interest or hobby or skill with the kids. Contact Susan for 
more information: youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
 

ADULTS: 
What would YOU like to study?
We are interested in learning what you'd like to study 
this summer and/or in the fall. First, we want to know 
if you'd like formal classes this summer or if you'd 
prefer informal discussions. 

If you'd like to be part of the planning, please check 
out Tapestry of Faith Programs for Adults - UUA, 
and let us know what interests you. Would you like to 
teach? Would you like to coordinate classes? Which 
classes interest you the most? We want our classes to 
meet your needs.

Please share your thoughts with Interim RE Director 
Susan Ammons at youth.re@oakcliffuu.org

June 22: Learning about  
the Hindu celebration of 
Diwali included making 
sand mandalas painting 
clay lamps, and 
sampling traditional 
Indian sweets — which 
was met with varying 
reactions… 

2014 North Texas Teacher &
Advisor Training

"The Games People Play"

Saturday, August 16th
9:00am — 5:00pm

First Unitarian Church of Dallas 
4015 Normandy Avenue

Dallas, Texas 75205-1750
(214) 528-3990 

Click here for a printable copy of the workshop flyer.

Join volunteer teachers, youth advisors, and staff 
members from congregations throughout North Texas 

as we learn how games can help build community, 
strengthen friendships, and bring joy to our lives. 

Training led by UUA staff members Pat Kahn 
and Gail Forsyth-Vail.

Breakfast and lunch will be provided.

RSVP/Register at www.NTUUC.org/TeacherTraining

mailto:youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
http://uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/index.shtml
http://uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/index.shtml
mailto:youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:youth.re@oakcliffuu.org
http://ntuuc.org/pdf/TAT2014_Invitation.pdf
http://ntuuc.org/pdf/TAT2014_Invitation.pdf
http://www.NTUUC.org/TeacherTraining
http://www.NTUUC.org/TeacherTraining
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

FIRST TUESDAY
SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM

Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

7pm, July 1, 2014
UUCOC Sanctuary

Teenager Tracy Turnblad teaches 1962 Baltimore a 
thing or two about integration after landing a spot 
on a local TV dance show. This 2007 release of 
Hairspray is based on the 2002 Broadway musical, 
which was based on John Waters’ 1988 comedy 
film. See more at www.firsttuesdayfilms.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY MEETING
Sunday, June 29, 12:15pm

Hope Chapel
Join our new ministry co-chairs, 

Judy Watkins and Lemlem Berhe
for the 'rebooting' of our organized 

Social Justice efforts.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Congratulations,
Larry!
On June 4, 2014, UUCOC 
member Larry Brumfield 
received a Community 
Service Award from
Silver Oak Academy, an 
intervention residence for 
court-ordered placement of 
boys in Middleburg, MD.

CSAI News from GA
The gathering of approximately 5,000 UUs in Providence 
included about 2,000 delegates, who selected Escalating 
Inequality as the 2014-2018 Congregational Study/Action Issue.

Rick Perry’s conversion therapy comments 
were cruel to gays
The saddest reality of the new GOP party platform and Gov. 
Perry’s comments about our LGBT citizens and “conversion 
therapy” isn’t just the stupidity of equating homosexuality 
with the disease of alcoholism, it is that he equates resisting 
the urge to drink with resisting the urge to be a sexual being 
created in God’s image. They are calling for others to live their 
lives without love. To live without falling in love, securing a 
spouse or creating family. They are expecting other human 
beings to live their lives without love. How cruel and pathetic.

And, if you believe in Jesus’ commandment to love our neigh‐
bors as ourselves, how un‐Christlike. (Jesus never spoke about 
homosexuality. Ever. Moses and Paul did. But not Jesus.)

Perry now says he will leave it to the psychologists to decide, 
but, of course, he won’t. They’ve already spoken, as have the 
American Medical Association, psychiatrists, pediatricians, 
and counselors. They all condemn “reparative therapy” as 
bogus and harmful, and two states have outlawed it. He and 
his party will continue to be willfully ignorant and hatefully 
bigoted as long as they think it will win votes. God help us all.

Mark Walz, Dallas/Oak Cliff

In case you missed Mark’s letter…

DALLAS MORNING NEWS • JUNE 21, 2014
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NTUUC SOCIAL JUSTICE

Visit NTUUC.org/EndingNewJimCrow for more info and to register

http://NTUUC.org/EndingNewJimCrow
http://NTUUC.org/EndingNewJimCrow
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Young Adult Dinner
Are you 18-35? Join us for food and fellowship every Monday at 7pm in 
the Faith Lobby. RSVP to Renée or Ian at YoungAdults@OakCliffUU.org. 
Check for updates on Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/
WeGatherUUCOC

Do you regularly shop, dine, or drink in 
Oak Cliff?
Are there places where you regularly do business in Oak Cliff and 
surrounding towns? The JazzFest committee needs email addresses 
for a targeted email campaign to solicit potential sponsors for the 
JazzFest. The next time you visit a local place of business, please 
collect a business card with email address, preferably for someone 
in management. Gene Dailey and Dan Brown will be happy to take 
them off your hands. 
Questions? Email info@OakCliffJazzFest.org

Attention Friends of the Labyrinth Walk 
Coffee House:
As you all know, we are a non-profit venue that brings all types of 
music to the Oak Cliff area — and has for 10 seasons now. We are 
hosted by the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff. We 
started an outdoor series, Jazz Under the Stars, about three years 
ago and it has caught on. As it grows, we have need of an audio 
system for these outdoor shows as well as needing to update some 
of our equipment for our inside concerts. 

Neither LWCH or the church currently have funds for this new 
equipment. If we are to continue to bring quality music — with 
our famous quality sound — we are going to need some help from 
our friends. We need to raise $3000 for the new outdoor system 
and some new equipment for our inside concerts. If you could give 
a little to help out it would be greatly appreciated. We are trying to 
raise the money for our new system before the JazzFest we are 
having on September 20th of this year. Anything you could do 
would be greatly appreciated. To make an online donation safely, 
see www.Labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com

LABYRINTH WALK COFFEE HOUSE

July 13, 5-7pm
Relax, sing along, and maybe even do a little dancing, 
either on your feet or in your seat. Bring your wine or 

beer and goodies to enjoy an evening of jazz!

FREE!

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R

September 20, 2014

NEW TIME for Trauma Sensitive Yoga  
Humanity Moves co-founders and yoga instructors Jon Greuel and Suzie 
Verdin offer a trauma-sensitive “Mindful Movement” yoga class every 
Sunday from NOON - 1:15pm in the yoga/meditation room in Charity 
(or in the gazebo in nice weather). The class is informed by the Yoga 
Warriors curriculum, which was developed to help military veterans, first 
responders, and trauma survivors use breath, posture, and positive 
affirmations to manage the symptoms of PTSD. No fee — contributions 
are voluntary.
PLEASE NOTE: Busy with other things until noon or even after?  
Not a problem — late-comers are welcome!

Can we make it 500 “likes”?

mailto:info@OakCliffJazzFest.org
mailto:info@OakCliffJazzFest.org
http://www.Labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
http://www.Labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com

