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March 1 – Freedom After Awhile – As far back as mankind can be traced we find 
men struggling to be free. Our Worship Ministry and Rev. Larry Brumfield will 
present the service. 
March  8 – Dying to Vote – This  month we acknowledge the 50th Anniversary of the 
Marches for Voting Rights that took MLK, Jr. and many, many more across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge from Selma to Montgomery three times in search of voting 
equality.  Many sacrificed dearly for the victory.  Where do the voting laws stand 
today? More importantly, where do we?  Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon and 
this is our final offering on behalf of City Square.
March 15 – Healthcare at Bethesda – The concept of free healthcare is a benefit 
provided by many ancient cultures. Rev. Larry Brumfield, Worship Ministry chair, 
returns to the pulpit.
March  22 –  The War on Science – Millions believe that climate change does not 
exist, others that evolution never happened, and still more believe that the moon 
landing was faked. At the Creation Museum in Petersburg, Kentucky, Adam and Eve 
share Paradise with a dinosaur. Really. What happens when reasonable people doubt 
reason? How do we restore sanity and find a redemptive path to human 
sustainability? Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.
March 29 – TBA

Building a 
New Way
We have created 
experiences on 
Sunday mornings that 
fill us with warmth 
and joy.  Guests tell us 
it is palpable and fun. 
We have invited the 
community to come 
and love their lives with 
us. Especially in music. And we have every right to be grateful for the church we are 
becoming. Built on curiosity and freedom of conscience, and wrapped in compassion and 
kindness, we have embraced the Welcoming Congregation way of community. Our 
covenantal way of doing church asks us to always bring our best selves to our journey 
and never to rest on our successes.  There are others on their way here, and we must be 
ready to expand our family to include them. It is time to dream a still newer way. What if 
this new Welcoming Way was through Social Witness?

We, the Unitarian Universalist Church ! Oak Cliff, facilitate individual spiritual growth 
and manifest our shared values through action with the greater community.

MARCH WORSHIP SERVICES
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needed by March 25
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SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

AFTER THE SERVICE
11:15am – noon

Youth & Adult
Religious Education
Hope & Faith Buildings

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

March 6
Selma Echo March

March 7
Fundraising Auction

March 8
Share the Plate

March 8
Jazz Jam

March 20
Spring Equinox

March 27
Youth Rally – page 8
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March is finally here and I am so glad that spring is not far away. Of course our calendar is full as usual 
with some very exciting things.
Let’s start with the kitchen renovation in Faith, scheduled to begin on March 2nd. This was very 
generously funded through our endowment, with the balance of the money coming from our auction and 
from donations within our congregation. Special thanks to Susan Ammons, Jim Wrightsman and Judy 
Dailey for the management of our fund that makes this kind of donation possible. 
We will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the march from Selma with Memories of Selma at our 
social justice movie March 3rd, and a march along the Martha Hunt bridge on Friday March, 6th. Please do your best to 
join us.
Spring is here! Come and welcome the spring with a very special Equinox celebration on Friday March 20th. I will be 
there and I am looking forward to it.
I hope to see all of you at our above-mentioned auction and dance on March 7th. Bring your wallet, purse and 
checkbook and take part in some fabulous bargains. We even accept credit cards! While you are eating, dancing and 
partying with us, you will also be helping us to beautify and green up our new kitchen. Your auction team is working 
very hard to make this our best fundraiser ever.
Late March also brings the beginning of our annual pledge drive. We always kick it off with a pot luck, so look for the 
yummy details to follow.
Also a gentle reminder that our next board meeting is on Tuesday, March 10th, in the Hope sanctuary at 7 PM. You are 
invited to come and see your board at work.
                           In the UU spirit of love —  Don Watkins

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

There will be finger foods, soft drinks and complimentary 
wine (feel free to bring your own beer and wine, but 
nothing stronger please).
There will be an auction table for children, silent auction 
tables for us older folks and a live auction by emcee Gene 
Dailey. There will be group dances for adults and 
children, face painting, tarot reading and plenty of fun. 
Just like our first two auctions there are sure to be 
bargains galore.
Tickets for adults and children are only $5.00 each. Due 
to space limitations, only 100 tickets will be sold. 
Anyone buying tickets in advance will eligible for a 
door prize!
Remember, this year all proceeds will go toward the 
renovation of our Faith kitchen. While you are finding 
awesome bargains you will also be greening our kitchen 
with energy efficient appliances and lighting!

UUCOC Fundraising Auction 
and Dance

Saturday, March 7th
Doors open at 5:30 • Auction begins at 6pm POOL PARTY

Beer-Drinking Lessons        

with Joe

TWO HOUSECONCERTS!Emmeline 
and 

Steve Leach

3 hours of

YOUNG ADULT

LABOR

ORGANIZINGservices

VARIED ITEMS AND SERVICES!

UUCOC FUNDRAISER

                                                                          Since the Faith kitchen is undergoing renovation, finger foods, snacks, 
desserts and foods that don't require preparation are perfect. Contact Lila Belitz at Lbelitz@gmail.com.
FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED:

and MUCH MUCH MORE!
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Want to carpool with the Common 
Ground Street Choir?
We will meet at UUCOC at 3839 W. Kiest at 
11:15am, then drive to the west end of the 
Continental pedestrian bridge. (There's LOADS 
of parking in the Trinity Groves’ parking lots) 
and we will be there before the lunch crowd. It 
will allow us to assemble and pass out song 
sheets before marching to the middle of the 
bridge for the ceremonies.
I'd also like to get an approximate
preliminary count of UUs we can expect.
Wear your yellow shirt if you can. Thanks and 
see you there singing!
Anita
info@CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
(214) 450-4606

 “Songs are thoughts, sung out with the breath when 
people are moved by great forces and ordinary 
speech no longer suffices.” — Orpingalik, Netsilik

SOCIAL JUSTICE

MEMORIES OF SELMA

During the Sunday service on March 1, UUCOC member Jan Brubaker shared the following:
Fifty years ago, my sister Jeannie joined those demonstrators who marched from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama to 
demand the right to vote. I asked her to write about her experience, and I share it with you now.

Marching Mud – Jeannie Brubaker
I was a Delta flight attendant when black people in Selma, Alabama organized mass demonstrations 
in early 1965 demanding the right to vote. Two aborted attempts to march from Selma to the state 
capital in Montgomery had taken place, and a third was planned for March 21.   
I worked the all-night puddle-jumper flight several times that month: Atlanta to Selma to Mont-
gomery and back. Passengers included leaders who arrived early to plan and organize the march. 
Another puddle-jumper just before Selma included more ministers and young people than usual. 
One young man was seeing off his wife, a nurse. He was terribly proud of her, and said “Have a nice 
march, dear.” He told me they’d saved up for her ticket, knowing a nurse might well be needed. 

I joined the march at the halfway point. Hundreds of people carried signs showing 
where they were from, or who they were. Hawaii, California, New York Ladies 
Garment Workers, Peace Corps, lots of colleges, about a million Unitarians, many 
Catholic priests and nuns in full regalia. Black marchers outnumbered whites but not 
by the large margin I had expected. 
I was surprised to meet a man from Belgium and asked why he was there. He grinned 
and said “I'm learning the American way.”
I walked beside an elderly black woman in a lot of pain from injuries sustained when 
she was knocked down by water from fire hoses. She was slow and limped, but 
determined to make it all the way to Montgomery if it killed her.  

 A nineteen year-old white dental assistant from Selma was told not to bother returning 
to work if she marched: she’d be fired. Her horrified family was threatening to 
disown her. She came anyway because, she said, "I have to be here." The elderly

                     (continued next page)

mailto:info@CommonGroundStreetChoir.org?subject=
mailto:info@CommonGroundStreetChoir.org?subject=
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  Marching Mud (continued)

 woman and the dental assistant were locals — they’d face who knows what repercussions — unlike most of us, who 
came from elsewhere and would soon be safely far away. 

 The mood was calm. Marchers were friendly, eager to meet each other and share stories. There was a spirit of 
camaraderie, of joy. Reporters sang along as they jotted in their notebooks and took photographs. People broke into 
songs and chants at the drop of a hat. I asked someone the words to “We Shall Overcome,” and they sang it for me. 

 We encountered hate-filled catcalls in the white parts of towns. Nuns and other religious marchers seemed special 
targets of the most vicious sexual and racist remarks.

 I don’t like speeches, so I left before they started. Plus, I was flying standby and knew I’d never make it home if I 
waited for the big crowds to start leaving.   

 Back at the Atlanta airport, I learned a woman had been killed escorting Selma marchers. I had thought it likely 
someone would get hurt. 

 There was a long wait for my flight back to Houston, but it passed quickly because the airport was full of other marchers 
who’d left early too. We recognized each other easily: everybody had muddy feet and nobody was ready to scrape the 
“marching mud” from our shoes. I still have mine! 

Finale, 2013

CitySquare provides services for the homeless and impoverished neighbors by 
connecting them with the resources needed to improve their lives. The philosophy 
of CitySquare is to help stabilize people’s lives by providing affordable housing. 
A vacant high-rise in the heart of downtown became CityWalk@Akard, offering 200 
affordable apartments, 50 of which are set aside for people who have been homeless. 

CitySquare brought various organizations together at the Opportunity Center at 1610 Malcolm X Blvd. to benefit South 
Dallas. The center also houses a food bank and a wellness center where families can receive nutrition tips and learn how 
to cook. The goal is to help as many low-income families in the Dallas area as possible through its 14 different programs.
The Social Justice team is doing a cloth grocery bag drive for CitySquare. The cloth bag donation box (green tub) is in 
the Faith entry. 

Share the Plate
On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets is collected for donation to a local charity. 
Checks may be made out to UUCOC with a notation of the charity's name in the memo section. Only cash or checks 
NOT designated for the church will be donated to the charity. For money intended as pledge fulfillment, just write 
“pledge” in the subject line on your check, or on the envelopes provided for cash. 2015’s first quarter beneficiary is 
CitySquare – March 8 will be our final collection for CitySquare.

Voting Registration 
If anyone is interested in becoming a Deputy Registrar, please notify Social Justice Co-Chairs Lemlem or Judy W. at 
SocialAction@OakCliffUU.org  If we can arrange to have a meeting of 30 or more people, we might be able to 
schedule a Registrar from the Dallas County Election Department to come and discuss what the rules are (they are very 
simple) and deputize those who are interested. We currently have at least three members who are deputized: Lemlem, 
Alice, and Judy W.

February 27, 2015
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Finale, 2013

NUCLEAR SAVAGE
April 7, 2015 at 7pm • FREE!

UUCOC Sanctuary – Discussion follows
A shocking political expose, and an intimate ethnographic portrait 

of Pacific Islanders struggling for survival, dignity and justice 
after decades of top-secret human radiation experiments 

conducted on them by the U.S. government. 
More info at FirstTuesdayFilms.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY MEETING • March 8 & 22, 12:15pm • Hope Chapel • All welcome!

FIRST TUESDAY SOCIAL 
JUSTICE FILM

Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

UUCOC will have a booth at Oak Cliff Earth Day at Lake Cliff Park on Sunday, 
April 12. Lots of opportunities to help, and show the community what our 7th 
Principle means to us. Watch for details. Event info at www.OakCliffEarthDay.com

TEXAS UU JUSTICE MINISTRY LEGISLATIVE ACTION DAY
Overheard regarding the February 17th trip: “It was interesting and educational. (Don’t go on 
“Senior Day”– very long lines!) We have many allies. We also have an uphill battle.” — Editor

Above left: Standing up for LGBT rights with Equality Texas and Texas Freedom Network. (See http://www.glaad.org/
blog/photos-texas-faith-leaders-call-end-anti-lgbt-discrimination.)  Above right: Common Ground Street Choir singing in 
the rotunda. Find more photos on the North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations Facebook page. 

Photos courtesy Charles Wicker (top row and lower left) and Berry Chastain (lower right)

http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://www.glaad.org/blog/photos-texas-faith-leaders-call-end-anti-lgbt-discrimination
http://www.glaad.org/blog/photos-texas-faith-leaders-call-end-anti-lgbt-discrimination
http://www.glaad.org/blog/photos-texas-faith-leaders-call-end-anti-lgbt-discrimination
http://www.glaad.org/blog/photos-texas-faith-leaders-call-end-anti-lgbt-discrimination
https://www.facebook.com/NorthTexasUU?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/NorthTexasUU?ref=br_tf
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Our Annual Meeting is 
coming up soon!
Election of Officers, Trustees and 
other elected positions will be the first  
order of business, and we will be 
voting on the budget for the next 
fiscal year (July 1 - June 30). 
Members: would you like to be 
considered for an office of the 
church? If so, please contact a 
member of the leadership 
development committee: Kathy 
Kinkaid, Bobbi Blanch, Joe 
Montemayor or Judy Dailey. 
Want the nitty-gritty on how we 
govern ourselves? Members can click 
HERE to see our church bylaws.

We will be voting on these positions* 

* President (1-year term) – Don Watkins’ term expires 2015
* Vice President (1-year term) – Dan Brown’s term expires 2015
* Secretary (1-year term) – Autumn’s term expires 2015
* Treasurer (2-year term): – rc saldaña-Flores’ term expires 2015
* Trustees (4 postions, 2-year terms):
 * Larry Dugger and Lorraine Montemayor — terms expires 2015
     David Biehl and Larry Brumfield — terms expires 2016
Endowment Fund Managers (3 positions, staggered 3-year terms):
   * Jim Wrightsman’s term expires 2015
     Susan Ammons’ term expires 2016
     Judy Dailey’s term expires 2017
Leadership Development Committee (5 positions, 2-year terms):
Terms expiring 2015: Terms expiring 2016:
   * Joe Montemayor Kathy Kinkaid
   * Judy Dailey Barbara Fudge 
   * Bobbi Blanch

       

CHURCH BUSINESS / FINANCES

https://www.oakcliffuu.org/directory/BYLAWS_Final-5-15-11.pdf
https://www.oakcliffuu.org/directory/BYLAWS_Final-5-15-11.pdf
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ENDOWMENT REPORT

UUCOC Men’s Group?
A request from Gene Dailey to all the men of the church:
“A few of us were talking and decided that we would like to see a 
men’s group get (re)started at church. It can start out as a social 
type group and we shall see where it evolves from there. Think 
about it and see what you think. If enough of you are interested, 
then we can get together and see what happens. Some people 
would like to play a little poker and others play video games and 
some just like the fellowship. So let me know your ideas and 
opinions and we can go from there.” [See Gene at the greeter’s 
table or email him at Gene.Dailey@hanson.com]  

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

Our labors will be ongoing each Wednesday from 10am – 2pm. Much conversation and laughter is provided along with 
lunch. We encourage suggestions for future projects to make our church more lovely and welcoming. Feel free to call 
Mark at (214) 755-4315 or Viv at (214) 755-4316.

Wednesday Get-Togethers – A little work, a meal and conversation

Your Endowment Fund will be matching the NTUUC grants 
received 1/31 totaling $14,000 ($6,000 for external repairs for 
Faith) and $8,000 for solar lighting of the west parking lot.
In addition, the Fund has already made its entire $6500 “annual 
distribution” to be put toward remodeling of the Faith kitchen and 
hopefully matched by fundraising and congregational 
contributions for a total of $12,000+.  Reminder: March 7 is the 
silent/live auction fundraiser, and the project is already underway, 
kicked off with the donation of a new stove. 
If records are correct, with this $20,000, the Endowment will have 
distributed very nearly $250,000 toward the future of our church — something to be pretty proud of and for which to 
once again thank Sam and Fran Faris and those who have supported and nurtured it over the years.
Please consider putting the UUCOC Endowment and Memorial Gift Fund in your estate or charitable giving plans. It’s a 
very worthy investment.  

View through the former 
under-utilized broom closet

HOUSE OF SPIN
with Spin Goddess Kathy KinKaid
SPIN = Start Playing Intentionally Now

Share in a Variety of Perspectives

Enrich Your Practice of Being the Sacred 
in the Everyday

Feed a Better World – RIGHT NOW – with 
Personal Insight, Connection & Support

Whole is the Goal – Let’s Do It Together!

Practical Mysticism With YOU in Mind

Thursdays in Hope 7-8pm
 Cost: Only $5

ALSO ON OUR CAMPUS…

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!
Daylight Saving Time starts Sunday, March 8. 
Set your clocks FORWARD one hour when 
going to bed Saturday night (or Sunday 
morning, for you night owls). Yes, we lose an 
hour of sleep!
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Welcome our new teacher! Kathy Kincaid is joining our RE team, learning the ropes, and helping out 
wherever needed. She brings a wealth of experience and a heap of energy, and we’re delighted to have her with us. 
Meanwhile, we’ve been learning a lot and having fun, too. Our valentines for the ManorCare nursing home were a great 
success, and we’re thinking about other projects like that. Feel free to make suggestions.
To assist parents in planning, here’s a list of classes until the end of the church year:
March 1 Blue – Believe
March 8 Indigo – Insist
March 15 Violet – Value (St. Patrick’s Day Celebration)
March 22 Preparation for fifth Sunday participation in Service
March 29 Terrible Things – Holocaust Allegory (Children help in the Service)
April 5 Easter – Nature Walk/Egg Hunt
April 12 Preparation for Earth Day
April 19 Earth Day 4/22
April 26 My Neighborhood Church – our Church
May 3 Cinco de Mayo
May 10 Mother’s Day – Julia Ward Howe
May 17 Spring Parish Meeting (Mohammed’s Birthday)
May 24 Charter Day – Our Church
May 31  Possible field trip to National Cemetery (Children help in the Service)
June 7 Teacher/Children recognition day
June 14 End of School Year celebration – Flag Day
June 21 Father’s Day
June 28 Creation – Cosmic beads

RE CORNER – Submitted by Susan Ammons

Attention all:  We need a volunteer or 
volunteers to coordinate our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on April 5. Please contact Susan or Kathy 
K. if you are interested – it’s guaranteed fun!

The first 100 registered and paid youth will
get a spot

Go to www.ntuuc.org/YouthRally to register/pay online

Please bring 5 cans of food to the rally to donate
All youth, advisers, & parent chaperones must register

before the rally
Registration closes March 22. No DROP-INS!

Registration fee: $40. Adults don’t pay.
Bring $12 for breakfast on the morning of March 29

More details at NTUUC.org/YouthRally
Please contact Lauren Daniell at dlre@horizonuu.org or 

(817) 832-6437 if you are unable to register and pay online.
If you have any other questions about the rally, she will 

happily refer you to the co-deans!

Elaborate plans
are afoot for

The MYSTERY Rally
March 27-29 2015

For youth in grades 9-12, or the 
equivalent if home-schooled

First Jefferson UU Church
1959 Sandy Lane, Fort Worth, TX

UU YOUTH RALLY
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LWCH UPCOMING EVENTS

Outdoors 6:30 – 9:00 – Earth Loom decorating and Meditative candle-lit Labyrinth walking 
Indoors 6:40 to 9:00 – Psychic Fair – Hope Building

Featuring a variety of psychics, including tarot card readers. Charge for a 20-minute reading is $20.00.
Outdoors 7:00 to 9:00 - Gazebo

John Mason, singer, songwriter, was a big hit in his Labyrinth Walk Coffee House debut during our Winter Solstice 
Celebration. www.facebook.com/john.mason.3114935

Outdoors 9:00 to 9:30 – Labyrinth Walk
A Spring Ritual closes out the evening, with Spin Goddess Kathy Kinkaid and the Glorichanters. 

For more information, see www.labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com or www.facebook.com/LabyrinthWalkCoffeeHouse

MARCH 8 • 5-7pm
Bring your wine or beer and goodies and enjoy 

an evening of jazz! No admission charge, but the 
musicians welcome tips.

Spring Equinox Celebration 
& Psychic Fair
March 20, 2015 • 6:30pm - 9:30 pm 
General admission tickets are $10 at the door or online.

In case of inclement weather, outdoor 
events will be moved indoors.

ATTENTION JAZZ FANS — click HERE for info
(shared from our friends in the E-Flat Porch Band, who

will return to LWCH’s Jazz Under the Stars in May)

Labyrinth Walk Coffee 
House float and friends 

at the Bishop Arts
Mardi Gras Parade!

http://farmersvilletx.com/main_street_2/jazz_on_main_concert.php
http://farmersvilletx.com/main_street_2/jazz_on_main_concert.php


The Oak Leaf • Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff                                                 Page 10

NTUUC NEWS

NORTH TEXAS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONS ANNOUNCES ADOPTION OF A 
COVENANT BETWEEN MEMBERS
The North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC), a nonprofit Texas corporation, announces that its Board, on 
January 31, 2015, unanimously adopted a covenant between its member congregations. The pact confirms our faith and its 
guiding principles, as well as outlining the relationship between the members. 

The Covenant adopted by NTUUC is an outgrowth of a six‐month governance restructuring undertaken by the current Board. This 
included the writing of Mission and Vision Statements, Ends Statements, Board Policies, Board‐Staff Linkage, and Executive 
Limitations. The Board wanted to restructure following the Carver model of board governance, as practiced and encouraged by 
the Unitarian Universalist Association.

It is believed that NTUUC is one of the first clusters of Unitarian Universalist congregations in the country to write an agreement 
of right relations between its members. The Covenant consists of four principles setting out the relationship between member 
congregations; eight supporting statements provide guidance in accomplishing those aims.

NTUUC HISTORY
NTUUC formed forty‐six years ago with the goal of building affordable housing. The very ideal of HUD's 236 Program, Raible Place 
included on‐site healthcare and social workers, along with GED and parenting classes. It was the model HUD referenced when 
working with groups in other cities, and the first integrated apartment complex in North Texas. After thirty years, we sold the 
property and used the proceeds to establish our endowment, which continues to fund our work, with social action projects, 
educational workshops, and grants to congregations. More of this history, and a few photos, can be found on www.ntuuc.org.

If you have or know of early photos of Raible Place, please let us know – especially any that feature people!

Covenant of NTUUC Member Congregations
Mission: NTUUC proclaims and promotes our covenant of liberal religion by empowering its member 
congregations through education, collaboration and funding.

• In support of this Mission, we, members of the North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations, 
affirm that:

• Member congregations cultivate mutual respect and support for each other and the work each is 
doing.

• Member congregations allocate resources to jointly promote and advance UUism in North Texas.

• Member congregations utilize responsibly the resources made available by NTUUC.

• Member congregations value and celebrate the differences, ideas, spirit and abilities of each 
congregation, mindful of differences in size and location as they affect our joint endeavors.

To work together, we will utilize the following guidelines:

• We choose at least one official lay representative (1 for each 500 members) to attend NTUUC meetings 
and activities.

• We promote NTUUC training events and workshops to our members.
• Individual congregations determine the process by which they select their official NTUUC representatives.
• We inform other congregations of activities that publicly promote our faith in North Texas.
• We commit people, time and other resources to accomplish NTUUC goals and encourage collaboration.
• NTUUC representatives communicate to their member churches’ Boards of Trustees and members the 
plans and actions of NTUUC.

• We are transparent in our actions and commitments.
• We keep the commitments we make to NTUUC.
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