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NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

We, the Unitarian Universalist Church ! Oak Cliff, facilitate individual spiritual growth 
and manifest our shared values through action with the greater community.

SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

AFTER THE SERVICE

11:15am – noon
Youth & Adult

Religious Education
Hope & Faith Buildings

***
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December newsletter submissions 
needed by November 24

Email: newsletter@OakCliffUU.org

November 2 – Día De Los Muertos Autumn and friends will lead us in a special 
child-centered service. Remember that día de los muertos is not a mournful or 
somber occasion, but rather a celebration of life, death, love and relationships!
November 9 – Don’t Look Back We all remember the biblical story in the Old 
Testament Book of Genesis where Lot's wife turns into a pillar of salt. The late, great  
Satchel Paige once said, “Don't Look Back, something might be gaining on you.” 
What is it about looking back? Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon. Fall Parish 
Meeting and Pot Luck Lunch to follow.
November 16 – Finding Spiritual Depth – The original charge to this shared 
ministry was to deepen our spiritual journey. But, as liberal religious nomads, we 
often find in ourselves a reluctance to engage in the rituals and practices that could 
provide a robust and sustainable spirituality. Imagination and discipline are required. 
Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon. New Member Class returns.
November 23 – Thanksgiving – This annual celebration is an essential American 
tradition. At its best, it is also a glorious sacrament of sharing. This beautiful feast of 
life is the consummate example of ethical grace. We share the abundance of this 
human life so that in our household, no one goes hungry. Rev. Mark Walz will preach 
the sermon. New Member Class to follow.
November 23 – Biblical Literature: 23rd Psalm – Pastor Larry Brumfield, of our 
Worship Ministry Team, will take the pulpit.

FALL PARISH MEETING
and

POT LUCK LUNCH
November 9, 2014
After the Service

There may be a 
“Pretty Good Raffle” Mini-fundraiser 
and a few crafters tables, so bring

a few extra bucks!

NOVEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES

Building a New Way
We have created experiences on Sunday Mornings that fill us with warmth and joy. 
Guests tell us it is palpable and fun. We have invited the community to come and 
love their lives with us. Especially in music. And we have every right to be grateful 
for the church we are becoming. Built on curiosity and freedom of conscience, and 
wrapped in compassion and kindness, we have embraced the Welcoming 
Congregation way of community. Our covenantal way of doing church asks us to 
always bring our best selves to our journey and never to rest on our successes. There 
are others on their way here, and we must be ready to expand our family to include 
them. It is time to dream of still a new way, and make it so.

Photo by Chris Snively

The wonderful Mariachi Lonestar 
at our Día De Los Muertos service

***

JOIN US FOR 
THANKSGIVING DINNER

AT UUCOC
November 27, 2014

See page 3 for information
***
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On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets is 
collected for donation to a local charity. Checks may be made out to UUCOC with a notation of 
the charity's name in the memo section. Only cash or checks NOT designated for the church will 
be donated to the charity. For money intended as pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the 
subject line on your check, or on the envelopes provided for cash.

New procedure: We had been selecting a different charity for each month; we will now select beneficiaries quarterly. 
We will continue to collect for the charity every month, but there will only be 4 per year. Ideally, this will provide a more 
substantial donation to each recipient, and make it easier for a representative to come speak to us on Sunday. 

Who do YOU want to Share the Plate with? Is there a local non-profit group that is dear to your heart?  If you have ideas 
for a Share the Plate recipient, please talk to Judy Watkins or Lemlem Berhe, Social Justice Co-Chairs.

We continue to collect monetary donations for Shelter2Rescue in November and December. Please see the article below 
for additional ways you can help.

 

First, on behalf of everyone at the Shelter2Rescue Coalition, I want to thank 
the congregation of UUCOC for its generous donation last month. Your 
money helps us feed, vet, transport, and in some cases board adoptable 
animals pulled from local – mainly rural – kill shelters. 
Shelter2Rescue (S2R) Coalition and its sister-organization No-Kill Rural 

Texas are working with Texas animal shelters to help them achieve no-kill status. Primarily, S2R works with 
Alvarado, Glen Rose, Joshua, and Keene. These are all city-run facilities with one or two animal control officers, no 
weekend hours, and very little foot-traffic. The ACOs there are all incredibly dedicated women who are trying their 
best to achieve no-kill status. (No-kill is typically defined as a save-rate of 90% or greater.) 
As a shelter without walls, we don't have a facility of our own, and we do not take in surrendered animals. Instead, 
we pull dogs and cats from the shelters mentioned above, and foster them in our homes, and the homes of other 
volunteers, until they can find forever-homes. We also have people who drive adoptable dogs and puppies to our 
adoption events on Saturdays, so they can be seen. In some cases, we pull dogs from shelters and board them (we 
have reduced rates from some kennels and generally have specific boarding donation drives for each animal). We do 
this when time is running out at the shelter. 
We also work with no-kill rescues in other states, moving dogs via bus and plane, through organizations like Pilots 'n' 
Paws, doing whatever we can to ensure these pets stay alive, and find families. 
Of course, even the best rescue is no substitution for the love of a family. You can see our adoptable animals on our 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/shelter2rescue or on the No-Kill Rural Texas page: www.facebook.com/pages/
NoKill-Rural-Texas/229706733710576  You can also follow us on twitter: https://twitter.com/shelter2rescue

We’re gearing up for a two-day "Fall in Love" adoption event at PetCo (4001 W. 
Green Oaks Blvd, Arlington) on the 15th & 16th of November, and would love 
for you to come meet the dog or cat of your dreams. When you adopt through us, 
the fee we charge covers the cost of a micro-chip, required vaccinations for one 
year, and spaying or neutering your pet. 
In addition to monetary donations, we always need old sheets and towels, dog 
toys, and paper towels. We are also ALWAYS looking for foster homes. 
Thank you again for your support. — Melissa Bartell

CONTACT INFO:  Melissa at missmelysse@gmail.com or 
 Louisa Bennett at imaginarie@yahoo.com

THANK YOU FROM…

SHARE THE PLATE

LOOKING FOR A FOREVER HOME: Madison is an adult Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
and Plott Hound Mix; spayed, shots current, house trained. She prefers a house 
without cats or young children. More info at www.petfinder.com/petdetail/27273137

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/27273137
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/27273137
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THANKSGIVING
DINNER AT UUCOC
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. We 
make sure there’s turkey and ham, and plenty of 
vegetarian choices. Don’t want to cook? Beverages 
are good—wine is welcome! Or feel free to help 
with setup and cleanup — especially cleanup! Look 
for the signup sheet in the Faith lobby.
We’ll have a football-free zone for playing board 
games in Faith, and a TV set up for watching 
football in Hope.
Tentative schedule: Plan to eat about 2pm.

Previous years...

October was a busy month. If you missed our October 3rd Wine and Spirits, keep your eyes and ears 
open. We’ll do another one  soon. We will also do another Bowl-athon after the holidays. 
Our Fall Parish Meeting (and pot luck, of course) is set for November 9th after the service. It’s an 
opportunity for the leadership in our church to give a status report to our congregation. Members and 
friends are encouraged to attend.
Our traditional Thanksgiving dinner will be held Thursday, November 27th, at the church. Look for 
sheets to both sign up and bring a dish. If you have doubts about coming to church to share a holiday meal, just ask some 
of the folks who have come here in the past. It is an awesome event open to members, friends, and their families.
And we even have a place to watch football!!! 
Your board has approved the applications for two grants to NTUUC. The grants will assist us in funding for solar lighting 
in our west parking lot and re-siding and re-painting the Faith building. We will have to raise some money too, but more 
about that later. The grants, if approved, will be issued in late January at the NTUUC annual luncheon meeting, which is 
being held on our campus.
A reminder that our next board meeting is on Tuesday, November 11th at 7pm, should you wish to attend. 
In the UU spirit of love  —  Don Watkins

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Wednesday Get-Togethers
A little work, a meal and 
conversation from 10am to 2pm
We are spiffing up the place and 
making room for those who are on 
their way to 3839 W. Kiest.
There are areas of Faith, Hope and 
Charity needing TLC and we need 
volunteers of all abilities. Mark and 
Vivian will be working at UUCOC 
each Wednesday from 10-2 and would 
love some company. Lunch of salad 
and sandwich fixin’s will be provided 
along with great conversation and 
companionship. Any questions, please 
call or text Mark at (214) 755-4315 or 
Viv at (214) 755-4316.

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

This class is an informational 
workshop and completely 
voluntary for both Members and 
Friends. It is not a requirement 
for membership in the church.

New Member Class
11:15am – Immediately following 

Sunday Services
Led by Rev. Mark Walz 

Part Two:
November 16 & 23

Common Ground Street Choir

October 22: Standing on the Side of Love — 
against police brutality. Next up, as the 
holiday season approaches: partnering with 
Jobs With Justice. For more information, 
see CommonGroundStreetChoir.org

http://CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
http://CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
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Finale, 2013

FIRST TUESDAY
SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM

Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

December 2, 2014 at 7pm
UUCOC Sanctuary

WHAT WOULD JESUS BUY?
A serious docu-comedy about the 
commercialization of Christmas

from producer Morgan Spurlock (Super Size Me)
and director Rob VanAlkemade

 Bill Talen (aka Reverend Billy) was a lost idealist who hitchhiked 
to New York City only to find that Times Square was becoming a 
mall. Spurred on by the loss of his neighborhood and inspired by 
the sidewalk preachers around him, Bill bought a collar to match 

his white caterer's jacket, bleached his hair and became the 
Reverend Billy of the Church of Stop Shopping. 

What Would Jesus Buy? follows Reverend Billy and the 
Church of Stop Shopping Gospel Choir as they go on a cross-
country mission to save Christmas from the Shopocalypse: the 
end of mankind from consumerism, over-consumption and the 

fires of eternal debt! 

View the trailer at www.firsttuesdayfilms.org

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

Want to walk the walk and change the way our church grounds look? 
The Social Justice Ministry is spearheading a committee to re-examine our grounds and look at how we can make our 
landscaping more environmentally friendly, catch rainwater, provide plants for pollinators, be sustainable and take less 

upkeep, include edibles — and be beautiful! Want to help 
out? Phase 1 will be drawing a plot of the front half of our 
property, and observing the sun path as well as water paths on the 
property when it rains. Phase 2 will be talking about what 
elements we want. Phase 3 will be plotting out where to put those 
elements; and Phase 4 will be starting work, section by section. I 
estimate it'll take us about a year to transform our place. But it 
will be a work of love.

If you want to be on the committee, contact 
Anita Mills at anitam48@gmail.com, call at 
(214) 450-4606, or grab me at church. We'll be 
starting to meet soon.

< Anita Mills, Past UUCOC President, and 
founder of Anita’s Arbor — mentoring 
sustainable gardens 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
MINISTRY MEETING
November 16, 12:15pm 

Hope Chapel
All welcome • Snacks provided

Little Free Libraries
The Social Justice Ministry is moving forward with plans 
to install two or three Little Free Libraries on our campus.
For details on this program, see LittleFreeLibrary.org
Be sure to check out the Gallery!

mailto:anitam48@gmail.com
mailto:anitam48@gmail.com
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RE Update – Susan Ammons

The UUCOC RE program is simply awesome. 
The adult classes are underway and there are more opportunities in 
the works. Our official RE Clean-Up Day will be on Saturday, 
November 8 from 10:00 until 2:00 p.m. and refreshments will be 
provided. The major projects will be spreading new gravel on the 
playground, re-staining the playground equipment, and clearing clutter.
We are all so excited about the Teen Class – it’s really getting off the 
ground and offering them interesting things to do! It has been years (if 
ever) since we had as large a class as we did last week. Thanks to Joe,  
Lorraine, and Emily for your leadership, energy, and enthusiasm – it’s 
contagious!
The Middle Agers are doing great with Tyler and Leah lending their 
amazing talent and creativity to each class. We could use a little more
parental support to keep class size consistent but we can’t blame that 
on the kids. We’ll continue to combine the younger classes until we have a workable size group of 3-5 year olds.
The Nursery is still being underutilized, but there’s always HOPE that more wee ones will be joining us soon. Special thanks 
to Darlene and Sam for their patience and service on the Magic Carpet as we experience some growing pains.
A very talented and devoted team of volunteers is meeting Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. to work on various 
clean up projects in the Hope Building.  You may notice some improvement already on the grounds, in the kitchen, in what 
used to be the library, and other places. Please feel free to join us.
Congratulations and many thanks to everyone for their awesome support in helping us to “Grow Together.”

RE CORNER

Kids of all ages had a 
great time at the 2014 
UUCOC Halloween Party. 
Thank you to the Young 
Adult Group for hosting it!
See the church’s 
Facebook page for more 
photos.

Helping with the Día de Los Muertos service
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file://localhost/Users/kathygrey/Library/Mail%20Downloads/UUCOC%20Green%20Sanctuary%20Report%205-14-2014-additions-Pat.doc
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CHURCH FINANCES
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OUR ENDOWMENT
The goals of the UUCOC Endowment are growth in the value of invested assets and sustainable distribution for 
congregational  support. Endowment Committee members are elected by the  membership to serve three year 
terms. With guidance from a  professional investment advisor, they manage the assets of the  Fund with a view toward 
growth and stability. The Fund consists of a variety of investments, including large cap equities, small cap equities, fixed 
income, high-yield fixed income, and global  asset allocation funds. The Fund also includes an active program  of 
Socially Responsible Investing which focuses on making  investment decisions that reflect Unitarian Universalist values  
and contribute to positive social and environmental change. 

Please consider making your own thoughtful contribution to UUCOC Endowment and Memorial Gift for the future of 
Unitarian Universalist in Oak Cliff. Many UU churches do not have an endowment — we do because of the foresight 
exhibited by the folks who established our fund in 1987. We can be grateful to the founders for nearly $100,000  
distributed from the fund to support our church.



The Oak Leaf • Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff                                                 Page 7

SOCIAL JUSTICE
UPCOMING EVENTS

EVERY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH — Bring your wine or beer 
and goodies and enjoy an evening of jazz! No admission charge, but the 

musicians welcome tips.

HOUSE OF SPIN
with Spin Goddess

Kathy KinKaid
SPIN = Start Playing 

Intentionally Now

Share in a Variety of 
Perspectives

~
Enrich Your Practice of Being 

the Sacred
in the Everyday

~
Feed a Better World – RIGHT 
NOW – with Personal Insight, 

Connection & Support
~

Whole is the Goal –
Let’s Do It Together!

Practical Mysticism With YOU in Mind

Thursdays in Hope 7-8pm
Cost: Only $5

www.spingoddess.blogspot.com  

ALSO ON OUR CAMPUS…

November 9

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29Thanksgiving 
Dinner at 
UUCOC 2pm

Parish Meeting and 
Potluck 11:30am
Jazz Jam 5pm

UUCOC Board 
Meeting 7pm

New UU Class 11:15am
Worship Ministry 12:15pm
Social Justice 12:15pm

First Tuesday 
Social Justice 
Film 7pm

Wednesday
Get-Together
10am

Spin Goddess 7pm

Spin Goddess 7pm

Spin Goddess 7pm

RE Clean-
Up Day

New UU Class 11:15am

             SUN                   MON            TUE                   WED                    THUR           FRI          SAT
NOVEMBER AT A GLANCE   

Wednesday
Get-Together
10am

http://www.spingoddess.blogspot.com/
http://www.spingoddess.blogspot.com/

