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Creating Sacred Space
This year we continue our journey of becoming 
a spiritually fearless, multi-racial, multi-cultural, 
and multi-generational congregation. We are 
attracting folks who feel the love, and feel the 
confidence to stay, and grow with us. They are 
gaining the confidence to invite their friends and 
family to come too. At the heart of this is the 
ability to find a safe place to transform our 
unique and individual journeys from what they 
have been to what they might become.  

There are many ways to reveal ourselves to the 
community that holds us; to create a curiosity 
that beckons; an invitation that compels them to 
share our joy; to savor our sacred space. We 
have an opportunity to become instruments of 
peace and protection for those who have come 
and for those who are on their way. Let us 
continue to create sacred space on our campus, 
in our sanctuary, and in our hearts.

NOV 2015
Kathy Grey, Editor

newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
The Oak Leaf

NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

November Worship Services
November 1 – Dia de Los Muertos – A dedicated team of UUCOC members will again bring 
us this significant and unifying celebration. It is a day of prayer and remembrance of friends 
and family members who have died; to help support their spiritual journeys and ours. Though 
traced back to ancient Aztec rituals, it has become a deep multi-religious tradition, with special 
food, music, costume, prayer, and beautiful altars. Blessed be.
November 8 – (I Can't Get No) Satisfaction – Unhappiness occurs because our mind 
constantly spins around thinking about the past, future or the present moment.  We habitually 
think that something is missing or deficient in our life. The origin of this discontentment is 
craving, always looking elsewhere for satisfaction. It is possible to bring an end to this. The 
path is to apply mindfulness and awareness in our everyday life by training in meditation.  
Shastri Larry Higgins from the Austin Shambhala Center will preach the sermon. 
November 15 – Reclaiming Our Courage – The Stoic philosopher Epictetus once warned that 
“We are not disturbed by the events that occur, but by the opinions of others about what has 
happened.” When Fear hijacks reason and emotion trumps logic, our world can spin completely  
out of control. There are physiological reasons for this phenomena that live in our ancient and 
evolutionary DNA. The way out is buried there, too. We have the tools for a better path. Rev. 
Mark Walz will preach the sermon.
November 22 – S.O.B.E.R. – There is a wealth of scientific knowledge about the differences 
in the right and left sides of our brain. A funny expression has grown out of the difference. It 
happens when someone says, “You're not in your “right” mind. They may actually be correct. 
Much of what we share in religious community comes from there – story, symbols, ritual, and 
iconography. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.
November 29 – I Can’t Hold my Peace – Derived from the writings of Luke, the Physician,  
who comments about the natural tension in leadership and growth — embracing and retreating.  
Our Worship Ministry Chair, Rev. Larry Brumfield will take the pulpit. 

Guest in the 
Pulpit 
November 8

Shastri Larry Higgins 
became involved with 
Shambhala in April of 1987. 
He has been a psycho-
therapist for 31+ years and 
has four grandchildren. 
Larry has served as Director 
of the Austin Shambhala 
Center as well as Co-director 
of Shambhala Training and 
Head of Vajrayana 
Education. In 2010, he was 
appointed as Shastri for 
Austin, Texas. 
Blessing of the Shambhala 
Meditation Room will 
follow the service on Nov. 8

!

SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

––
BEFORE THE SERVICE

Yoga with Brad
9-9:40am, Hope Chapel

Meet and Greet
9:30–10am, Faith Lobby

––
AFTER THE SERVICE

Youth Religious 
Education

11:05am – 12:15pm
Hope Building

Adult Talk-Back
11:15am – noon
Faith Sanctuary

––
Young Adult Gathering 

12:30pm - Hope

––––––––––––––––––––

mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
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SHARE THE PLATE

On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets is collected for 
donation to a local charity. Checks may be made out to UUCOC with a notation of the 
charity's name in the memo section. Only cash or checks NOT designated for the church will 
be donated to the charity. For money intended as pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the 
subject line on your check, or on the envelopes provided for cash. 

We will also be collecting items for Human-Faith.
The list of items needed includes the following:

Consumables:
Deodorant
Variety of feminine/personal hygiene products
Staple Food
Pampers sizes 5 & 6 and Pull-Ups, 2T to 4T
Laundry detergent and bleach  

Household items: 
New or used coffee makers
New or used home decor and bedding         
New or used bathroom items Space heaters

Arrangements can be made for pickup of:
Used desktop computers
Used TVs and DVC players               
Used washers & dryers
Used microwaves
Used, inactivated Metro PCS phones
Used/good twin mattresses/beds
Used/old stereos and stereo parts 

New Member Class
Saturday, November 7

 9am to noon • Hope Chapel • Facilitated by Rev. Mark Walz
Although we encourage new members (and those considering making
Oak Cliff UU their church) to attend, it is not required for Membership.

This is simply an offer to know this Faith and this Church better.

Unitarianism • Universalism • Unitarian Universalism 
History

Prominent Ancestors
Our 7 Principles and 6 Sources

Our Oak Cliff UU Church
History • Current Board of Trustees • Social Justice Allies • Ministries

Website Access • Campus and Tour • FAQs • Q&As and More

Coffee, Tea, and Snacks provided

Huma-Faith
HumaFaith.org

Since 2010, Huma-Faith has provided 
housing, supportive services, and paid 
transitional employment, to its residents 
in Dallas and Tarrant Counties. Huma-
Faith residents are comprised of 
individuals recovering from 
homelessness, addiction, incarceration 
and domestic violence, as well as 
differently-abled individuals faced with 
the threat of homelessness. HumaFaith's 
womens' homes also provide housing for 
children of its female residents. As 
an interfaith organization, HumaFaith 
promotes spiritual concepts and practices 
as a means of overcoming obstacles. 

Fourth Quarter Beneficiary:

FALL 
PARISH 

MEETING
November 15 
Immediately after 

the service

Plus Potluck 
Lunch!

All members and 
friends of the 

church are 
encouraged to 

attend
(Be sure to bring a few 
dollars for tickets for 

the Little Social Justice 
Raffle – see p. 5)

———————
It’s not too early to 
mark your calendar 

for the annual
UUCOC 

Christmas 
Party

December 13

See page X!

Hey…
who brought

a cat?

Hey…
who brought a 

tribble?

Actually, they’re buddies – I just loved their 
expressions! See more Blessing of the 
Animals photos on page 9. — ed.
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The Wednesday “Wrecking Crew”
Our Wednesday work day begins with gentle Yoga led 
by Brad at 9:30am. Lunch and lively conversation at 
12:30. Y’all come! If you have questions, contact Brad 
at (972) 897-8895 or wreckingcrew@oakcliffuu.org .
(That’s President Dan blowing debris off the roof of 
Charity several weeks ago.)

UUCOC Book Club
2nd & 4th Tuesdays
6:30pm – 8:30pm, Room TBA
Facilitator Andrew Seremetis says, 
“We’ll continue with The Power of 
Myth, by Joseph Campbell. All are 
encouraged to come even if they 
haven't done the reading. The book 
is just a way to spring into a broader 
discussion. We aim to share personal 
life experiences and discuss the 
themes of the book in general by 
opening our hearts, not just our 
minds.” 
Feel free to bring snacks, and come 
late or leave early if you need.
Contact: BookClub@OakCliffUU.org

“We Gather”
Young Adults are invited to gather 
for conversation and community 
(and usually lunch) every Sunday 
at 12:30pm in Hope. Questions? 
YoungAdults@OakCliffUU.org

Want to sing in the choir?  Glorian Mulligan-Stratton

No audition needed! We will be getting ready for the holidays coming up, and 
are currently planning Monday or Friday evening practices for the holiday 
services. Music for this time of the year is fun and challenging. We also have 
quite a selection of sheet music, which I would like to renew and get on our 
singing agenda. 

If you are interested, please call me at (214) 372-2892 or send an email to 
music@OakCliffUU.org (And if you play an instrument, let’s talk!)

When you're singing, it's a more the merrier situation. Whether you sing 
soprano, second soprano, alto, second alto, tenor, baritone or bass, or anyplace 
in between, we have a spot for YOU!

Join your church family for a relaxing  traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner.

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. There will be turkey and ham, and 
plenty of vegetarian choices. Don’t want to cook? Beverages are good—wine 
is welcome! We also REALLY NEED HELP with setup and cleanup. See the 
signup sheet in the Faith lobby.
We’ll have a football-free zone for playing board games in Faith, and a TV set 
up for watching football in Hope.
We’ll begin gathering about noon and plan to eat about 2pm. 
Brad Neri and Janet Martinique are organizing. Info: (972) 897-8895 (Brad)

Thanksgiving Dinner 
at UUCOC! 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

REMINDER for those who 
participated in Jason Kessler’s last 
problem-solving workshop: Follow-
up on November 22, 11:15-12:15. 
Location TBA. 

Memorial Service at UUCOC Sunday, November 8 at 1pm 
Tanja Evans 

April 6, 1930 – October 21, 2015

Tanja was born Rosemarie Waltraud Hupf in Berlin, Germany, and went on to become a 
professional dancer. She was preceded in death by Walter Darese Evans, whom she married 
in 1970. She reported how they weren't accepted at the black church they tried or at any of 
the white churches they tried, but they were accepted at our Oak Cliff UU Fellowship. 

Tanja was a friend of every animal rights organization in existence. She was also preceded in 
death by her beloved Wotan, Shadow, Guenther and Howie.

Tanja’s health prevented her from attending church regularly for the last couple of years, but 
she was always in our thoughts.

mailto:wreckingcrew@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:wreckingcrew@oakcliffuu.org
mailto:BookClub@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:BookClub@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:YoungAdults@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:YoungAdults@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:music@OakCliffUU.org
mailto:music@OakCliffUU.org
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November 8, 5-7pm • UUCOC Sanctuary

LISTENERS: Bring whatever you’d like to eat and drink, though 
nothing harder than beer or wine. There’s usually a “community 
table” with food to share. 
PLAYERS: Bring your Real Books (Hal Leonard 6th edition VOL I 
& II) and join in with the fun. We always need drummers willing to 
set up and share their drums for the occasion, and bass players. 
RSVP to jazzjam2015@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com (Gene) if 
possible — it’s nice to know how many musicians to expect. But it’s 
OK just to show up! All are welcome, regardless of expertise!

  2ND SUNDAY  

Admission is FREE!!! (though the musicians welcome tips)

Old friends and new participants last month!

November is a 
time of
gratitude & joy!

Our UUCOC loves to do things our own 
way and the youth of RE are made of 
the same unique creativity, with a spark 
of added exuberance!
They are a reminder to us all to include 
some FUN in our Sundays.
A very special THANK YOU to our 
fabulous Teachers, Volunteers, & our 
WONDERFULLY attentive Nursery 
Care-Giver, Tricia Pittmon.
Please stop by & see what is going on
in our Hope Building. 
RE meets 11:05am-12:15pm.

Our RE Teachers:
Music and the Science of Sound: Carol Stephens

 Nursery (Infant to Age 3): Tricia Pittmon
 Ages 4-7: Susan Ammons, Hazel Watts

 Ages 8-12: Leah & Tyler Pittmon
 Ages 13-18: Lorraine & Joe Montemayor, Emily Brock

NEW!
2nd Sunday Drum Circle!

7:30pm – 8pm

Bring your percussion 
instrument of choice and

plan to have fun!
Food and drink are welcome.

(No drum of your own? — come anyway!)

The Queen of Hearts ruled at the Halloween party!

RE CORNER  Submitted by Kathy KinKaid, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

Nov. 1 – Our Dia de los Muertos celebration 
allowed the children to share memories 
of loved ones who've passed on. What a 
wonderful way to honor precious 
relationships still so full of life.

Nov. 8 –  Buddhist Elephant Ritual led by Leah 
and Tyler Pittmon and Carol Stephens. 
This will include mentoring connec-
tions among the children and youth.

Nov. 15 – 3rd Sunday Kids Yoga with Brad Neri
Nov. 22 –  Classes plus *ALL NEW* 4th Sunday 

Creative Dramatics w/ Hazel Watts
Nov. 29 – 5th Sunday Service: A Message in Sign 

Language led by Carol Stephens. Fun 
and games following in RE.

mailto:jazzjam2014@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
mailto:jazzjam2014@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
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CHURCH FINANCES

Another wonderful Dia de Los Meurtos Celebration!



The Oak Leaf • Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff                                                 Page 6

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

IRIS pairs legendary 87-year-old documentarian Albert Maysles with Iris 
Apfel, the quick-witted, flamboyantly dressed 93-year-old style maven 
who has had an outsized presence on the New York fashion scene for 
decades. More than a fashion film, the documentary is a story about 
creativity and how, even in Iris' dotage, a soaring free spirit continues to 
inspire. 
IRIS portrays a singular woman whose enthusiasm for fashion, art and 
people are life's sustenance and reminds us that dressing, and indeed life, 
is nothing but an experiment. Despite the abundance of glamour in her 
current life, she continues to embrace the values and work ethic 
established during a middle-class Queens upbringing during the Great 
Depression. “I feel lucky to be working. If you're lucky enough to do 
something you love, everything else follows.” 

More info at FirstTuesdayFilms.org

FIRST TUESDAY SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM
Cosponsored by the

Dallas Peace & Justice Center

FREE SCREENING!
December 1, 7pm in the Sanctuary

Social Justice Ministry October Meeting Summary
2nd Sunday Share-the-Plate for 2016

Jan-Feb-Mar: Prison Entrepreneurship Program (PEP) — Discussed showing 
documentaries on prison issues, with a panel discussion with reps of other organizations.
Apr-May-June: North Texas Refugee Fund
July-Aug-Sep: Promise House
Oct-Nov-Dec. LULAC Rainbow Council
Discussed tying the initial First Tuesday film of each quarter to the subject area of that 
quarter’s charity. 

First Tuesday films — SJ members attending the “watch party” on October 25 selected 
some excellent films for 2016. Look for postings in the newsletter and online at 
www.FirstTuesdayFilms.org

Nandina problem — Nandinas along the fence adjacent to the cemetery currently have 
green berries that need to be removed before they turn red. (See your October Oak Leaf 
for an explanation of our nandina problem.) There will be another “Little Raffle” at the 
Nov. 15 Parish Meeting, with proceeds going to removing nandinas and replacing them 
with wildlife-friendly natives. 

Bulletin Board--UU Craigslist
SJ Ministry announcements now make up the 
center section of the bulletin board in the 
Faith lobby. The side panel features a “UU 
Craigslist” with two sections. One is for 
members and friends who have announce-
ments, an item for sale, etc. The other section 
is for folks outside the church to place 
announcements, job offers, etc. 

PETITIONS
In the lobby

Petitions for four bills:
• Teach Safe Relationships 

Act (S355)
• Every Child Deserves a 

Family Act (S1382) 
• Equality Act (amend Civil 

Rights Act to cover LGBT)
•  Automatic Voter 

Registration Act (HR2694)

http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://www.FirstTuesdayFilms.org
http://www.FirstTuesdayFilms.org
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Social Justice notes 
continued
Little Free Library placement
It was agreed that the Library 
would be placed close to Kiest, 
near the west parking lot, for 
community access.
The Facebook post at right, used 
with permission, is a perfect 
example of how Little Free 
Libraries work. – ed.

TOP Press Conference
The Texas Organizing Project (TOP) Health Committee (which includes 
three UUCOC members) held a press conference on October 22 to celebrate 
the first Dallas billboard promoting Medicare expansion. 

Reports UUCOC Social Justice Co-Chair Judy Watkins:

Great speakers and good turnout this morning — young, old, black, brown, 
white, representing Texas Organizing Project (TOP), Texas Alliance for 
Retired Americans, Planned Parenthood, NAACP, Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Oak Cliff, and Black Lives Matter. Rev. Mark Walz, who gave a 
most impressive speech.

Did you know that 17,000 fewer children die each day than did in 1990? Would you be interested in helping to bring that 
number down even more? If so, you should check out RESULTS, a non-profit organization that began 25 years ago. It’s a 
movement of passionate, committed, everyday people who use their voices to influence political decisions that will bring 
an end to preventable deaths of mothers and children living in poverty. Rev. Craig C. Roshaven is organizing a group in 
Fort Worth. To learn more go to the RESULTS website http://www.results.org or email Rev. Roshaven at 
croshaven@uuma.org.

Fighting the Effects of Extreme Poverty and Winning
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LABYRINTH WALK COFFEE HOUSE EVENTS

November 15, 2015
For more information, participant bios, 
and a peak at offerings from vendors, 

please see
www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com

The Skeptic’s Report – Kathy Grey

I’ve been a supporter of the Labyrinth Walk Coffee House since the 
beginning. But it was with a bit of trepidation that I got on board with the 
idea of a Psychic Fair. I was a skeptic. And I was concerned about 
“appearances.” But I trusted organizers Rebecca and Gene. And I realized 
I didn’t have all the facts. After talking to participants, and actually having 
a reading done, I have concluded the following: the readers are dedicated 
to using their skills to help others. Whether they are empathic, 
exceptionally intuitive, or have “gifts” that I may never understand, they 
are providing a service desired by many — and otherwise not available 
south of the Trinity River.
Additionally, the holistic element has included chair massage, reiki, and 
lymph drainage. Arts and crafts vendors have offered original jewelry, 
shadow boxes, custom pet sculptures, and seasonal decorations. The event  
is well-organized, and well-run (courtesy LWCH volunteers). While 
attendance has been less than expected, $1200 has so far been raised for 
the church (from booth rentals). The organizers are looking for ways to 
increase publicity and are still positive it will continue to bring money into 
the church and serve as a beneficial outreach to the surrounding community. 
Full disclosure: I am one of the regular vendors, so I do have a vested 
interest in this becoming a popular event. However, that also means that 
I’ve been at each Fair so far, and have felt the good energy and seen the 
potential.
So.... Y’all come. You might enjoy it!

Photos of readers and vendors at the first 
Labyrinth Walk Psychic & Holistic Fair

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: DECEMBER 19, 6-9:30PM

2015 Winter Solstice Celebration
FREE ADMISSION • MUSIC • DRUMMING • YULE LOG • LABYRINTH MEDITATION
EARTH LOOM CEREMONY • CHILDREN’S ARTS & CRAFTS and MORE!  Details coming soon.

http://www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com
http://www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com
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Deadline for nominations is December 10, 2015

• To recognize and honor those who contribute to Unitarian Universalism and our congregations in north TX

• To identify role models and Best Practices across NTUUC

• To make visible the contributions of our congregations to the wider community.

The Marty Robinson Award for Volunteers
In honor of her years of dedication and wide-ranging service to the SWUU Conference, UUA, and NTUUC congregations.

The Ruth Clark Award for Staff Members
In honor of her service as the first professional Director of Religious Education in the Southwestern UU Conference.

The Robert Raible Award for Ministers
In honor of his many years as minister of First Unitarian, and his contribution to the growth of our churches in North TX.

Nominations may be made by individuals or congregations, of Youth and Adults. 

For submission information, please visit www.ntuuc.org/awards. Recipients are requested to attend the 
Awards Luncheon, and receive a ticket each. 

Call for Nominations
Seventh Annual NTUUC Recognition Awards 
to be presented at the NTUUC Awards Luncheon at UU Church of Oak Cliff, Jan. 23, 2016

NTUUC • NORTH TEXAS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONS

NORTH TEXAS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONS 
ANNOUNCES ASSISTANCE FOR FALL TRAINING
NTUUC is pleased to announce that $1500 is available to help members of our congregations attend the Fall 
Training next month in Glen Rose, just south of Ft. Worth. There are six tracks, including one of Youth 
Ministry, along with options for children and youth. Registration is now open at http://
www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html 
Those wishing to apply should send an email message to RegistrationAssistance@ntuuc.org with a short 
message as to why they want to attend the particular program, and how they envision using it in their 
congregation. As usual, we provide half the earlybird rate. Preference is given to those who have not 
attended such programs before, and to Young Adults.

Complete information: http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/images/Fall-Con-2015-Handbook.pdf

If you are a member of an NTUUC congregation and
pursuing a degree related to environmental work,

the NED FRITZ SCHOLARSHIP can help.

Apply to: http://www.ntuuc.org/scholarships

Applications accepted between January 1 and April 1, 2016 for the 2016/2017 academic year.

Questions? Please send all inquiries to: FritzScholarship@ntuuc.org

http://www.ntuuc.org/awards
http://www.ntuuc.org/awards
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html
mailto:RegistrationAssistance@ntuuc.org
mailto:RegistrationAssistance@ntuuc.org
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/images/Fall-Con-2015-Handbook.pdf
http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/images/Fall-Con-2015-Handbook.pdf
http://www.ntuuc.org/scholarships
http://www.ntuuc.org/scholarships
mailto:FritzScholarship@ntuuc.org
mailto:FritzScholarship@ntuuc.org
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Blessing of the
Animals
October 11, 2015

Mini-me!


