
The Oak Leaf • Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff                                                 Page 1

OCTOBER WORSHIP SERVICES

Building a 
New Way
We have created experiences on 
Sunday Mornings that fill us with 
warmth and joy. Guests tell us it is 
palpable and fun. We have invited the 
community to come and love their 
lives with us. Especially in music. 
And we have every right to be 
grateful for the church we are 
becoming. Built on curiosity and 
freedom of conscience, and wrapped 
in compassion and kindness, we have 
embraced the Welcoming 
Congregation way of community. Our covenantal way of doing church asks 
us to always bring our best selves to our journey and never to rest on our 
successes. There are others on their way here, and we must be ready to 
expand our family to include them. It is time to dream of still a new way, and 
make it so.

October 2014
Kathy Grey, Editor

newsletter@oakcliffuu.orgThe Oak Leaf
NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

We, the Unitarian Universalist Church ! Oak Cliff, facilitate individual spiritual growth 
and manifest our shared values through action with the greater community.

SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

AFTER THE SERVICE
11:15am – noon

Youth & Adult Religious Education
Hope & Faith Buildings

Choir Rehearsal
Charity South

***
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October 5 –  Religion is Not an Option – Nothing is more important than 
bringing soul to everything we do, but there can be no soul without a vivid 
sense of the sacred. We must surrender to religion. As the theologian Thomas 
Moore reminds us, religion is our most creative and concrete response to the 
mysteries of our lives.  Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

October 12 – Blessing of the Animals – Our annual tribute to the Unitarian 
Universalist covenantal statement, We affirm and promote the Interconnected 
Web of Life, of which we are a part. Our service is dedicated to celebrating 
the Inherent Worth and Dignity of every living thing, especially the magni-
ficent creatures we share our lives with. Please feel free to bring your well-
behaved and well-managed pets to church. We also welcome pictures and 
mementos of pets who are dear to us to decorate our altar.  Blessing in the 
Gazebo after the service. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.
October 19 – What We Believe Does Matter – Often we hear criticisms of our 
Unitarian-Universalist Faith such as, “Oh, yours is the religion that lets you 
believe whatever you want.” Actually, nothing could be further from the truth. 
Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

October 26 – Worship Ministry – Anita Mills and Pat McAfee, of the 
Common Ground Street Choir, will take the pulpit.

MANY NEW & RETURNING 
ACTIVITIES!

Wine & Spirits Gathering
Blessing of the Animals

New Member Class
Halloween Party

Run for the Environment
and more!
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Share the Plate  On the second Sunday of each month, non-designated cash in the baskets is donated to a local 
charity. Checks may also be made out to UUCOC with a notation of the charity's name in the memo section. For money 
intended as pledge fulfillment, just write “pledge” in the subject line on your check, or on the envelopes provided for 
cash. Only cash or checks NOT designated for the church will be donated to the charity. 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

September 14 Beneficiary: Shelter2Rescue Coalition 
Shelter2Rescue Coalition is dedicated to saving animals on death  
row in rural Texas shelters. We work with a coalition of rescues, 
veterinarians, transporters, individual contributors, boarding 
facilities and internet rescuers to save lives by extending the reach of 
local shelters nationwide. Since July 2007, Shelter2Rescue has saved 
almost 1,200 dogs by working with local and nationwide verified 
rescue coalition members. By some estimates, there are over 5 
million highly adoptable dogs euthanized for shelter space in this 
country every year. We are doing everything we can to help local 
Texas rural shelters, who rarely have rescue help, to lower their 
euthanasia rates. Shelter2Rescue Coalition, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non- 
profit charitable organization.

How nice it is to have Fall back with us again. September got a little crazy with Jazz Fest and the 
Pride Parade, so let’s settle back and enjoy our cooler weather. This is what your board and your 
members have been up to lately.
We have reopened our nursery on Sunday from 9:30am to noon. Darlene Owens and Ray Johnson will 
be our attendants. Take a moment to meet them and get to know them. They will need your support 
and your toddlers if we are to have an effective nursery.
Wine and Spirit gatherings return Friday October 3rd at 7pm in Hope. The dates for future gatherings 
may move around a bit because of our busy schedule, so be sure to keep your eyes and ears open. This 
is open to our congregation, friends and anyone who wants to find out what we UUs are all about.
A Bowl-a-thon for all ages is set up for October 25th. You’ll hear plenty more about this because I 
LOVE to bowl.
A Halloween Party and Dance for all ages is being planned for October 31st by our Young Adults 
group. You saw correctly. It will be on Halloween day. How special is that! Give them your support. 
After all, they are our future.
Put November 9th on your calendar too. It is a pot luck (hurray!) and our Fall Parish Meeting – 
a chance for the leadership of our congregation to give you an update of what we are up to.
Lastly, Congratulations to Kathy KinKaid. She was named chair of our Leadership Development 
committee. Her team will be going into our congregation looking for volunteers to help with our 
committees and exploring some of the talent in this church that continues to amaze me. Please give 
them your support. When you meet Kathy ask her what a “Wigout” is. (She is a very talented person 
and musician). It will be well worth the conversation.
A reminder that our board meeting is on Tuesday, October 14th at 7pm should you wish to attend. 
In the UU spirit of love — Don Watkins

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Wine and Spirits – Friday, October 3rd from 7-9pm, Hope Chapel
Come and enjoy wine, cheese, and snacks. This is a “Congregational Conversation” and is designed as 
a fun evening of Church Ministry, open to all, with a specific church-wide topic for discussion. 
Bring a beverage and/or light snacks to share. Coffee and soft drinks will be provided. “Spirits” means 
bring your enthusiasm for your church! The topic for this evening’s conversation is, “When thinking 
about Building a New Way, what comes to your mind — what inspirations are evoked? For yourself, 
or for the church?”   

Bowl-a-thon 
Returns!

 Oct. 25, 2-4pm

Redbird Lanes
1114 S. Main 
Duncanville

$20 per adult, 
$5 for kids
12 & under

Includes
shoe rental

Sign up at the 
Greeter’s Table in 

the lobby
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COMMON GROUND STREET CHOIR

Street Choir Report – Submitted by Anita Mills

The August 27 meeting of the Common Ground Street Choir was a 
long and exciting meeting. We had a total of 14 people join us for an 
evening of (mostly) singing. What most impressed me was how of one mind the group is. As you can see below, decisions 
made were by consensus or amiable balloting. 

1.   We selected the next 8 songs to add to our repertoire:

      We’re Gonna Sit at the Welcome Table, Love Will Guide Us, I’m On My Way, One More Step, De Colores (in English 
too), Let There Be Peace on Earth, This Land Is Your Land,  I’ve Got a Hammer

 A songsheet will be created* with words to each song and we can discuss finer points of lyrics (some of us remember 
them one way and others another). For example, for Let There Be Peace on Earth, we discussed modifying “solemn 
vow” to “joyous vow” and “live in peace eternally” to “live in peace and harmony.”  We also chose “God our creator” 
over “God as our father” by unanimous vote. After reviewing a loaned copy of “Everybody Says Freedom” by Pete 
Seeger and Bob Reiser, we found an additional verse to “Kum By Yah” that begins: ”We want justice.” We liked that a 
lot. It will go onto the songsheet.

2.  We will be “tagging” each song with topics for which it is most suited. Though most of our songs are pretty generic, 
we will be selecting topic tags such as “immigration,” “war/peace,” “civil rights,” “environment,” etc.   

3.   Judith Ann introduced us to a small independent film crew doing a documentary on “We Are Humanity.” They were 
seeking groups who were concerned about social issues (e.g., Ferguson, MO) and world events (e.g., Middle East). 
They are associated with the Art Institute of Dallas. We agreed to be filmed (most of us in our yellow “Love” shirts), 
singing our 4-part round, “Building Bridges.” (This gave us really great practice....because it took 3 video takes and 1 
audio take before they were finished, in addition to our rehearsing!)

4.   Finally, there are a number of people who would like to participate, but have choir rehearsals on Wednesdays. 
Although they will be able to keep abreast of repertoire through our songsheets and website, it would be nice for all to 
meet and sing together to enhance our sense of unity. In a discussion after the meeting it was proposed that we hold a 
general SingALong, perhaps at First UU which is centrally located.

On Sept. 28, the Common Ground Street Choir had its first quarterly SingALong, with yet another congregation’s 
representatives attending. We had a great evening at First Unitarian in Dallas, singing and practicing our repertoire, 
adding a few ad lib verses to some songs, and discussing possible songs for future events. We debriefed the experience at 
Pride Parade – which songs were picked up by passersby who joined in singing or clapping in time. Then we shared a 
meal and got to know each other better. 

Stay tuned for announcement of our next regular rehearsal! 

* The revised songsheet has been posted and can be downloaded/printed – www.CommonGroundStreetChoir.org

By day, they are the Waxahachie Trio …by (Vaudeville) night, they are the WIGOUTS! 

http://www.CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
http://www.CommonGroundStreetChoir.org
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EDITORIALS
CONTINUED FROM LAST MONTH:  
Larry Brumfield shares the following, sent to him by his 
colleagues in Moving Maryland Forward. Click here for the 
entire article.

By Debra Leigh, Organizer, Community Anti-Racism Education Initiative

EDITORIAL

 continued next page 

Protesters were significantly 
outnumbered (again)PRIDE PARADE: Thousands cheered as we tossed NTUUC garters and wristbands 



The Oak Leaf • Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak Cliff                                                 Page 5

28 Attitudes (continued)

Voter Information is available on our website: 
www.OakCliffUU.org/voter-registration

Explanations of the new voter ID requirements are 
available in English and Spanish.

Make sure you understand these new laws
before you go to vote! 

If anyone is interested in helping with voter 
registration efforts at Mt. View College,

please contact LemLem for dates and times.

Are you registered
to vote?

Is everyone you know 
registered to vote?

http://www.OakCliffUU.org/voter-registration
http://www.OakCliffUU.org/voter-registration
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY

Finale, 2013

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR:
Día de los Muertos 
On Sunday, November 2,
we will celebrate Día de los 
Muertos with a special, child-
centered service. You are invited 
to bring photos of departed 
loved ones to place on our 
communal altar, and to share a 
brief memory or funny story 
about them. Remember that día 
de los muertos is not a mournful 
or somber occasion, but rather a 
celebration of life, death, love 
and relationships!

UUCOC SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY MEETINGS
October 12 & 26, 12:15pm Hope Chapel

This ministry meets twice a month — on the second and fourth Sundays.

Co-chair Judy Watkins has graciously offered to provide a light lunch for meetings on the
2nd Sunday and members agreed to bring food to share when we meet on the 4th Sunday.

FIRST TUESDAY
SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM

Cosponsored by the Dallas Peace Center

October 7, 2014 at 7pm
UUCOC Sanctuary

“This is what Hollywood can do so well when it wishes –
to tell a great story, make people think and convey a thought 

provoking message, in this case one of tolerance, 
understanding and acceptance, making it one of the

best LGBT-themed films ever made.
A very powerful, endearing film.”

- Robin Leach / LasVegasSun.com

Academy Award nominee and Golden Globe winner 
Sigourney Weaver stars in this emotional true story about a 

1970s religious suburban housewife and mother who 
struggles to accept her young son Bobby being gay.

What happens to Bobby is tragic and causes Mary Griffith to 
question her faith; ultimately this mom changes her views in 

ways that she never could have imagined.
Prayers for Bobby is being screened Courtesy of A&E 

Television Networks, LLC
See more at www.firsttuesdayfilms.org

WORSHIP MINISTRY

Photos from last year

Worship Ministry Meeting
October 5th, 12:15pm, Hope Chapel

All are welcome to join us. 
(You don't have to take the pulpit to help

with our services.)

Larry Brumfield, Worship Ministry Chair, 
talked recently to the RE youth about ways 

they can help out in worship services.
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CHURCH BUSINESS – Coordinating Council Highlights
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FINANCE MINISTRY REPORT – Submitted by Ed Stofko

The cash-flow sheet shows that in the July-August period total expenses exceeded total income by $1970. Some of 
this was due to a seasonal decrease in rental activity during this period. An increase in operations expenses was noted.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Submitted by Dee Stofko

Four new members joined since the last CC meeting, bringing the total to 106 members and 82 pledge units.

Wednesday Get-Togethers – A little work, a meal and conversation from 10am to 2pm
We are spiffing up the place and making room for those who are on their way to 3839 W. Kiest.
There are areas of Faith, Hope and Charity needing TLC and we need volunteers of all abilities. Mark and Vivian will be 
working at UUCOC each Wednesday from 10-2 and would love some company. Lunch of salad and sandwich fixin’s will 
be provided along with great conversation and companionship. Any questions, please call or text Mark at 214 755-4315 
or Viv 214 755-4316.

A NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
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RE Update – Susan Ammons

UUCOC’s Religious Education (RE) program for the 
2014-15 church year is off and running. The enthusiasm 
and support are palpable. Results from our meeting of 
parents, teachers, and kids were amazing. We actually 
have three PAIRS of teachers – the wonderful Tyler and 
Leah are back again to teach the 6-11 year olds, Joe and 
Lorraine Montemayor will be leading the teens, and 
Darlene Owens and her friend Sam will be managing 
the Nursery from 9:45 until noon! There are “floaters 
and backups” for most of the classes. Susan Ammons 
will be sharing “Spirit Play” with the 3-5 year olds, 
but we could use more volunteer support in that 
department. Pat McAfee will be facilitating Adult RE, 
and plans are already underway for a NEW UU CLASS.

Class scheduling outlines are being drafted and we 
have plans for at least one field trip this Fall. A great 
suggestion that came from our meeting on the 24th 
was for a “parent support group.” Jennifer Cox has had 
some experience in this area and we are grateful for her 
recommendations and leadership.
Parents, if you’ve not already registered your child/ren, 
please do so. We need to be able to make crucial space 
and supply arrangements. Thank you to everyone for 
sharing your talents and skills with our precious 
children. We are truly GROWING TOGETHER!
 

RE CORNER

Chocolate chalices, the wonder of nature, origami cranes, and 
balloon liftoff to celebrate the new school year!

Adult Religious Education
New Member Classes
Immediately following Sunday Services @ 11:15AM, led by Rev. Mark Walz 
Part One – October 5, 12, 19
Part Two – November 9, 16, 23
We request that you commit to all three sessions in Part One if possible.  
This class is an informational workshop and completely voluntary for both Members and Friends. 
It is not a requirement for membership in the church.
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OUR SACRED SPACES

A walk amongst the butterflies
After I misidentified the butterfly above (not a mutant 
Monarch, but a Queen) a gardener friend said this: “I notice 
he is on the Gregg's Mistflower, which contains compounds 
that the male Queen requires to create the pheromones that 
attract the female Queen.” Who knew?? I didn’t! The bed of 
mistflower is along the walkway between Faith and Hope. It is a hardy, drought-
tolerant native Texas perennial.

This day (September 8), Monarchs (upper right) and little Skippers (near right) 
were also enjoying the mistflower, but the Giant Swallowtails (far right) preferred 
the native lantana at the end of the walk. 

One step closer…
to having an electric vehicle 
charging station on our 
campus. The protective cage is 
ready for painting — thank 
you, Gene Dailey, for your 
wild welding skills!
(It MUST be TARDIS blue, 
don’t you think?)

English Ivy Virginia Creeper

Poison Ivy Poison Ivy

While we’ve tried hard to eradicate 
poison ivy from our property, it is 
an impossible task! The best way 
to avoid it is to know what it looks 
like — and note similar, but 
innocent plants.

PS: The blackberry 
plants beside the 
playground fence that 
were inadvertently 
pruned to the ground 
are returning!
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

ATTENTION RUNNERS!
UUCOC is invited to attend the Green Source DFW 
Run for the Environment on Oct. 11th at Cedar Hill 
State Park, compliments of Green Source DFW. Just 
email Julie@GreenSourceDFW.org to receive comp 
codes to register for the 5K run/walk for free. The first 
10 to respond will receive free admission, an organic 
cotton race tee and a free tree, courtesy of Preservation 
Tree and the Texas Trees Foundation! See 
GreenSourceDFW.org for more info on the event.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Memnosyne Institute
Benefitting GreenSourceDFW.org 

All proceeds support Green Source DFW and 
its mission to advance the environmental 

movement in North Texas.

October 12, 5-7pm
Bring your wine or beer and goodies and 
enjoy an evening of jazz! No admission 
charge, but the musicians welcome tips.

FREE!

HOUSE OF SPIN
with Spin Goddess Kathy KinKaid
SPIN = Start Playing Intentionally Now

Share in a Variety of Perspectives
~

Enrich Your Practice of Being the Sacred
in the Everyday

~
Feed a Better World – RIGHT NOW – with 
Personal Insight, Connection & Support

~
Whole is the Goal - Let’s Do It Together!

Practical Mysticism With YOU in Mind

Thursdays in Hope 7-8pm
Cost: Only $5

www.spingoddess.blogspot.com  

ALSO ON OUR CAMPUS…

http://www.spingoddess.blogspot.com/
http://www.spingoddess.blogspot.com/
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DALLAS PRIDE PARADE

JAZZFEST 2014

Thank you musicians, 
volunteers, artisans, 

sponsors, and attendees!

Tutu Jones

Special thanks to all the UUCOC folks who 
participated in the Alan Ross Texas Freedom 
Parade — especially to Reg and Berry, and 

Yvette and Kris, our wedding-cake-float-toppers!

Fingerprints


