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Journey to
Joy & Wholeness
We are called to affirm and promote 
the inherent worth and dignity of 
every person. We hold that each is a 
unique individual, precious in his or 
her own right, entitled to be received 
by loving arms and to be guided with 
sympathy and respect. These 
affirmations apply to our children as 
well. We take it as a duty incumbent 
on us all to provide love, care, and 
support so that our children may grow 
to be confident in themselves, and 
joined to a larger humanity that loves 
all life. Our human lives are meant to 
be experienced joyfully.

OCTOBER 2016
Kathy Grey, Editor

newsletter@oakcliffuu.org
The Oak Leaf

NEWSLETTER OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF OAK CLIFF

SUNDAY SERVICE
10am – 11am

BEFORE THE SERVICE
Meet and Greet

9:30–10am, Faith Lobby

AFTER THE SERVICE

Youth Religious Education
11:05am – 12:15pm, Hope

Adult Talk-Back
11:15am – Noon, Sanctuary

* New Adult RE *
Spirit in Practice

11:15 – Noon, Hope Chapel
See page 4

Young Adult Gathering 
12:30pm, Charity North

––––––

Social Justice Ministry
Oct. 9, 12:30pm, Hope Chapel 

UUCOC Board Meeting
Oct. 18, 7pm, Hope Chapel

Worship Ministry Meeting
Oct. 23, 12:15pm, Hope Chapel 

Coordinating Council
Oct. 25, 7pm, Faith Lobby

October Services
October 2 – The Pursuit of Happiness – Sister Mary Tricky says, “If you really want to 
be happy, nobody can stop you.” Yet, sometimes being happy is risky. We may know 
some who are suspicious of happy people, who feel that being with 'happy' people is just 
too much pressure. There is a rumor, however, that Happiness is exactly what the Creator 
had in mind or us all along. Rev. Mark Walz will preach the sermon.

October 9 – The Gifts of St. Francis – Our annual tribute to the Unitarian Universalist 
Covenantal Statement, “We affirm and promote the Interconnected Web of Life, of which 
we are a part.” Our service is dedicated to celebrating the Inherent Worth and Dignity of 
every living thing, especially the magnificent creatures we share our lives with. Please 
feel free to bring your well-behaved and well-managed pets to church. Blessing of the 
Animals to follow in the Gazebo after service. Member Robertus van der Wege will 
preach the sermon.
October 16 –  You Never Know – It is difficult to avoid judging people by the emotions 
they display. Western society has trained us to expect and perceive emotions in certain 
ways. Member (and Music Director) Carol Stephens will offer a different view in terms 
of covenant.
October 23 – On Making A Covenant With Your Strategic Self-Importance
The premise of this sermon is that God's redeeming power can use our denials, excuses 
and feelings of inadequacy as a birth canal of a covenant with ones own strategic self-
importance. Rev. Larry Brumfield is in the pulpit.

October 30 – Samhain: To Welcome Darkness – In a world that worships Light, what 
is Darkness and why do we need it? A tribute to the waning year. Member Sarah Ricke 
will lead the service.

Blessing of the Animals – 2015

http://www.oakcliffuu.org
http://www.oakcliffuu.org
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SHARE THE PLATE • October 9

On the second Sunday of each month, cash in the baskets not designated for the church is donated to a local charity. (For 
cash intended as pledge fulfillment, use the envelopes provided and mark “pledge.”) If you wish to write a check to the 
Share-the-Plate recipient, simply make it payable to UUCOC with a notation of “Share the Plate” in the memo section. 
Our fourth quarter recipient is LULAC’s Rainbow Council.

LULAC 4871 – The Dallas Rainbow Council 
From the website www.lulac4871.org
Our Mission: To create and foster a dialogue between the Hispanic/Latino and LGBTQ 
Community, which have a common goal: full equality! 
LULAC Rainbow Council is a community action group that works on service projects, raises funds 
for scholarships and school supplies, participates in annual events like Lifewalk (to raise awareness 
and funds to combat HIV/AIDS) and Cena en el Barrio (to help feed low-income families during 
the holidays), and helps to provide resources to the community. We are an all-volunteer 
organization.
LULAC 4871 is committed to the advancement of LGBTQ Latinos/as and Allies in education. 
Our scholarships are awarded to high school graduating seniors, college students; students 
enrolled/attending a community and/or four-year university.

UUCOC BOARD REPORT

Highlights from 9-20-16 Board Meeting
• UUCOC’s non-profit renewal status is progressing. The 

update to the Bylaw Dissolution clause, approved at the 
July 17 special congregational meeting, has been accepted 
by DCAD. Next step in their process is a site visit to 
confirm we have a physical site and are indeed a church.

• Pledge Drive update:15 pledge forms returned as of 9/20
• August financials: Income = $6,493.28 and Expenses = 

$8,853.86
• NTUUC Save the Dates: 

- Awards Luncheon – January 28, 2017 at UUCOC
- UU Legislative Day – February 15, 2017 – NTUUC  
   sponsored bus to Austin; all-day event

• Robertus van der Wege has accepted the call to serve on 
the Leadership Development Committee. The Board 
approved his appointment unanimously.

• LDC’s Snack and Serve was a huge success! If you 
missed the 9/18 event, please see any member of 
Leadership Development to sign up for opportunities to 
donate your Time and Talent to UUCOC. Committee 
members are: Barbara Fudge, Bobbi Blanch, Susan 
Ammons, Becky Brown and Robertus van der Wege.

• Halloween Party planning is in the works.
• Fall Parish Meeting & Potluck set for November 13.
• Annual Board Retreat is scheduled for November 12.

Respectfully submitted by Pat McAfee, Trustee

OPEN HOUSE

NEW LOCATION!

THE MIX CO‐WORKING SPACE
9125 Diceman Dr.
Dallas, TX 75218

Come and get acquainted with the work 
of the Dallas Peace and Justice Center 

www.DPJC.org

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1st
Coffee Reception

10am ‐ noon

http://www.DPJC.org
http://www.DPJC.org
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Stolen Education documents the untold story of Mexican-American 
school children who challenged discrimination in Texas schools in 
the 1950s and changed the face of education in the Southwest.
As a 9 year-old second grader, Lupe had been forced to remain in 
the first grade for three years, not because of her academic 
performance but solely because she was Mexican American. She 
was one of eight young students who testified in a federal court case 

in 1956 to end the discriminatory practice (Hernandez et al. v. Driscoll Consolidated Independent School District), one of 
the first post-Brown desegregation court cases to be litigated.
Degraded for speaking Spanish and dissuaded from achieving academically, Mexican American students were relegated to 
a “beginner,” “low,” and then “high” first grade – a practice that was not uncommon across the Southwest. School officials 
argued in the case that this practice was necessary because the "retardation of Latin children" would adversely impact the 
education of White children.
The film portrays the courage of these young people, testifying in an era when fear and intimidation were used to maintain 
racial hierarchy and control. The students won the case, but for almost sixty years the case was never spoken about in the 
farming community where they lived despite its significance.  More at www.FirstTuesdayFilms.org

• Goal: Create a master list, perhaps by category, from 
which to pick recipient organizations.

• We need someone who could help promote our films – 
by posting on social media and sending announcements 
to the Advocate (Oak Cliff), and Oak Cliff Bubble Life. 

DISCUSSION
• Rebecca and Ben suggested a model going forward of 

“committed champions,” who are passionate about a 
cause/event and will be the point persons, with the 
committee to facilitate and help publicize and support 
the committed champions. Rebecca is drafting an FAQ 
to guide a potential committed champion.

• Guest: Lateesha, from Genesis Women’s Shelter Faith 
Council. She is working on an internship and was recruit-
ing a representative from our church to be a voice on the 
Faith Council. The Council’s focus is how to eradicate 
domestic violence. There’s a conference on Crimes 
Against Women in May, with a kick-off event at High-
land Park UMC on Oct. 18, at 7pm. Who wants to go?  

• SJ Ministry info on the church website is dated. Anita 
will start drafting a new blurb. Meanwhile, Scott will 
post the meeting notes on the website.

• Mavis noted that the annual Peace & Justice Center 
Dinner is Thursday, December 1. Information will be on 
the website soon. Social Justice Ministry from Oak Cliff 
has historically sponsored/underwritten a table – seats 
are sold at whatever attendees can afford.

 Come to our next meeting and hear what else is going on!  
 Second Sunday, 12:30 pm in Hope chapel. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 

 FILMS
• UPDATE (Sept. 26): The film for November will be 

“Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War, co-directed by 
Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky. The film is about  
a little-known but important mission by an American 
[Unitarian!] minister and his wife to rescue refugees 
and dissidents in Europe before and after the start
of World War II.” The themes of the film – braving a 
terrible situation regardless of personal risk, helping 
refugees instead of hating on them, pushing back 
against authoritarian and totalitarian impulses in the 
body politic – are as timely now as they were then.

 Actions:
• Suggestions: Constantine’s Sword, a documentary on 

the relationship between the Catholic Church and 
Jews; and Clear Strong Vision. Sherri will research 
cost/licensing.

• Johnnie and Sherri will check their notes regarding 
previously suggested films.

• Need to create list of films for Dec/Jan/Feb/Mar; 
consider Share the Plate connection.

 SHARE THE PLATE
• 4th quarter – LGBT LULAC
• Need to designate recipient organizations for at least 

next two quarters.
 Actions:

• Scott/Kathy to create a list of previous recipients —
may want to repeat some.

SJ Ministry Report • Sept. 11, 2016 Mtg.
Anita Mills, Ad Hoc/Interim Acting Chair 

THE VIDEO PROJECT
STOLEN EDUCATION

FIRST TUESDAY SOCIAL JUSTICE FILM
Cosponsored by Dallas Peace & Justice Center
October 4, 7pm • Faith Sanctuary

FREE SCREENING
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UUCOC RE UUnicorns ROCK!
We began our new RE Year with our Fall 
Open House, which included a tour of each 
classroom with teachers discussing lessons 
for the upcoming months. Check out age 
levels, as some of our children have “aged 
up” to new rooms.

Ages up to 3:  Tricia Pittmon
Ages 4-6:     Kathy KinKaid & Anna Doak
Ages 7-9:      Leah Pittmon
Ages 10-12:   Cat Luster
Ages 13-18:    Emily Brock & Tyler Pittmon

YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Volunteer Opportunities: 
Do you like to create FUN EVENTS for youth? Help with youth 
Fun(d)Raising? See how yoUU can help! 
Contact Kathy KinKaid, Director of Lifespan Religious 
Education: youth.re@oakliffuu.org
Thank all of UU for being good Friends & Family to our RE Youth!

October includes Blessing of the Animals Oct. 9 • Fall Party Oct. 30

Spirit in Practice was created to help Unitarian Universalists develop regular disciplines, or 
practices, of the spirit — practices that help them connect with the sacred ground of their being, 
however they understand it. Participants are invited to reflect, share, and grow together, 
exploring ways to nurture their connections with the sacred in everyday life.

Whether participants follow a path they identify as Humanist, Jewish, Christian, Pagan, Theist, 
Atheist, Agnostic, Mystic, and/or any of the other paths we follow in our diverse congregations, 
the Spirit in Practice workshops offer a forum for learning, sharing, and growth that can enrich 
their faith journeys.

Drawing on a model developed by the Zen Mountain 
Monastery in Mount Tremper, New York, for the training 
of its students, Spirit in Practice focuses on eight spheres 
of holistic and wholehearted 
spiritual practices. 

The first workshop introduces this eight-sphere concept, and Workshops 
2 through 9 examine each of these spheres in turn. The spheres can be 
explored as a complete series or as individual encouragements to try new 
lenses through which to view and engage the depth dimensions of our lives. 
The tenth workshop is designed to review and integrate the others, since an 
argument that runs through them all is that these various spheres work best 
when brought together.

We now offer TWO Adult RE Classes:
•  The Discussion Group in the Sanctuary following service shares insights of the morning’s sermon.
•  Renée Brill is facilitating a new class, Spirit in Practice, in Hope Chapel, following the service.

Renée Brill is a 
member of UUCOC
and seminary student 
at Starr King School 
for the Ministry

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

NEW!
Every Thursday Evening
7-8:30 in Hope Chapel

WOMEN OF UU
Join us as we come together for friend-

ship, social responsibility, & sacred space.
It's MORE than a meeting.

It's MORE than a party.
It's sharing life experience & learning ways 

to work together.
Let's create the women's group uniquely 

designed for Oak Cliff UU.
Check out:

http://www.swuuw.org/  
http://www.uuwf.org/ 
http://www.uuwr.org/ 

For further information, contact:
Kathy KinKaid

Director of Lifespan Religious Education
youth.re@oakliffuu.org

Submitted by Kathy KinKaid

http://www.swuuw.org/
http://www.swuuw.org/
http://www.uuwf.org/
http://www.uuwf.org/
http://www.uuwr.org/
http://www.uuwr.org/
mailto:youth.re@oakliffuu.org
mailto:youth.re@oakliffuu.org
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UUs with Hearts & Hammers
Robertus van der Wege and Kathy and Justin Grey 
Grey took up Ben and Rebecca Marmaduke’s 
offer to join the First Unitarian Church team on
a recent Hearts and Hammers project. Perhaps 
schedules will permit more UUCOC folks to 
help next year! Volunteers of all skill levels are 
welcome! Here’s how it works: 
From www.HeartsandHammers-Dallas.org:

H&H is a non-profit organization formed in 
1986 by former Peace Corps Volunteer, Bob 
Walker. From one home painted by 24 volunteers the first year, the project has grown to three 
thousand volunteers who have refurbished close to a thousand homes. 
A seven member board of directors and a 40+ member council coordinate the workings of this 
all-volunteer group. Our mission is to repair the homes of low income homeowners, most of who are elderly and 
disabled. City building inspectors identify the homes in need of repair. The homeowners are qualified through the 
People Helping People group of the Dallas City Department of Housing and Neighborhood Services. Hearts and 
Hammers then recruits volunteer teams through businesses, churches, civic groups and schools to work on the homes.
Once teams have been organized, Hearts and Hammers provides guidance to team captains in organizing volunteers 
and working on the homes. The repairs weatherize and beautify the home and bring many of the buildings up to city 
code. Hearts and  Hammers determines the materials needed, what professional assistance is needed, then orders and 
warehouses the materials. Some materials are donated, some funds come from personal and business donations and 
some funds come from the City of Dallas and HUD. The Hearts and Hammers Planning Council members coordinate 
all activities on project days and provide support throughout the year to team captains. The project happens on two 
Saturdays once a year, usually in the fall.

Editor’s Note: This year, forty-seven houses in the Dallas area were rehabbed over two Saturdays in September!

SOCIAL JUSTICE continued 

VAUDEVILLE NIGHT • August 27, 2016

Our annual LWCH fundraiser. 8:00 pm. Admission $10. 

YOUNG ADULT RE

BEFORE AFTER

Are you ready to help UUCOC continue to grow
by volunteering your time and talent?
The Snack 'N Serve held September 18 was a great success! Thanks to 
everyone who attended, to those who helped host the event, and especially 
to all who signed up to serve in various functional areas of the church!
If you missed it, however, talk to anyone on the Leadership Development 
Committee – Barbara Fudge, Bobbi Blanch, Becky Brown, Susan Ammons 
or Robertus van der Wege – to volunteer. 
Completing and returning your Time and Talent Inventory will also help 
match you to your perfect place of service.

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY

It’s not too early to
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

UUCOC Thanksgiving Dinner
Nov. 24, 2016 – Details to come

 – Barbara Fudge
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LABYRINTH WALK COFFEE HOUSE EVENTS

If you enjoy playing, singing, 
or just listening to jazz, this 
will be a real treat for you. 
Bring your wine or beer and 
a snack for yourself or to 
share. (Nothing to bring? 
Don’t worry —there’s always 
plenty! Please come anyway!

Players: Bring your instruments of choice, voice, and your 
Real Books (Hal Leonard 6th edition VOL I & II) and join in 
the fun. If you want to try something new, bring it along as 
well. All tips are distributed evenly among the performers. 
You are welcome whatever your level of expertise! RSVP if 
possible to jazzjam2016@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com so 
we will know how many musicians to expect. 
Come planning on having a great time and hearing some of 
the finest musicians in the Metroplex. 

It’s FREE!
It’s FUN!

and there’s always extra FOOD!
The only thing that would make it better is

MORE PEOPLE IN THE AUDIENCE!
Every Second Sunday, 5-7pm • Faith Sanctuary 

JAZZ JAM October 9, 5-7pm

October 30, 2016 • 3-6pm
Faith Sanctuary

Free Admission • $20 per 15-minute session 
(some participants require double sessions)

For more information, participant bios, and a peak 
at offerings from vendors, please see

www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com

See more Dallas Pride Parade photos on the next page. (Thanks for carrying our banner, Charlie!)

SAVE THE DATE!

K. Grey photos

mailto:jazzjam2016@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
mailto:jazzjam2016@labyrinthwalkcoffeehouse.com
http://www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com
http://www.LabyrinthWalkPsychicFair.com
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Kazoo Choir!

NTUUC • NORTH TEXAS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATIONS

North Texas Unitarian Universalist Congregations (NTUUC) is the organization of 13 UU churches and 
fellowships in our geographical area. NTUUC’s board is comprised of representatives from each 
congregation and our focus is on connecting UUs through educational and social justice opportunities.

Do you know about Interweave?
Interweave Dallas, an affiliate organization of the First Unitarian Church of 
Dallas and Interweave Continental, serves the LGBTQA community by nurturing 
spiritual growth and fellowship, promoting understanding and furthering social 
justice. This group offers monthly social events, service activities, and sponsors 

the donut table at First Church every Sunday. Email us at InterweaveDallas@dallasuu.org for information on 
membership or to add your name to our event notification list. You can also visit our Facebook page at: https://
www.facebook.com InterweaveDallas.  

NTUUC Board – Highlights of September 10, 2016 meeting

• Extended Leadership Training, broken into 5 segments 
through 2017, presented by UU Southern Region staff: 
October 1, 2016 - Horizon Unitarian Universalist Church
December 3, 2016 - Denton Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
February 4, 2017 - Oak Cliff Unitarian Universalist Church 
April 1, 2017 - The First Unitarian Church of Dallas
June 10, 2017 - In conjunction with the Standing on the Side 
of Leadership Conference 

• Dallas Pride Parade had a large and colorful contingent of 
UUs on Sunday, Sept. 18.

• Fort Worth Pride Parade is set for Saturday, October 1 from 
noon – 6pm in downtown Fort Worth.

• NTUUC passed its budget for the coming fiscal year. 
With our budget, we sponsor workshops, social justice
events, scholarships to area UU events and grants to member 
churches for projects. 

  UUCOC applied for and received matching grants last 
year for solar lighting for the west parking lot (equipment  
purchased; we are working through the permit process 
with the City of Dallas) and expansion of our west 
parking lot (an on-going project for the UUCOC Board).

• A Communications Workshop is being developed for this 
fall, focusing on websites and social media for the communi-
cations committees of member churches. Scott Grey, UUCOC 
and NTUUC Webmaster, is taking lead on this planning. 

• Save the Dates: NTUUC Annual Awards Luncheon on 
January 28, 2017 at UUCOC; TXUUJM Legislative Day in 
Austin, February 15, 2017.
In preparation for the Awards Luncheon:
 Grant reports are due November 1, 2016
 Applications for new grants are due November 30, 2016
 Nominations for NTUUC awards due November 30, 2016

Respectfully submitted,
 Pat McAfee, UUCOC representative to NTUUC Board

K. Grey photo

Lower two photos courtesy Intervweave Dallas

mailto:InterweaveDallas@dallasuu.org
mailto:InterweaveDallas@dallasuu.org
https://www.facebook.com/InterweaveDallas.
https://www.facebook.com/InterweaveDallas.
https://www.facebook.com/InterweaveDallas.
https://www.facebook.com/InterweaveDallas.
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UBarU Events

UBarU Women’s
Retreat
Friday – Sunday
October 14-16, 2016
Every fall and spring UU women gather for a weekend 
of relaxing, having fun and Sharing Our Stories. Please 
join us for this Friday evening through Sunday morning 
retreat at UBarU!

Recharge your body, mind and spirit in the 
companionship of other Unitarian Universalist women.

This is a weekend free from compulsory workshops and 
classes, although opportunities for worship, spiritual 
practices, singing, and other group experiences will be 
offered.

The cost for the weekend is $125 if you register 
by October 1st, $140 thereafter.

The cost for Saturday only (without an overnight stay) is 
$60 if you register by October 1st, $75 thereafter.

To register, visit ubaru.org/home/Womens‐Retreat

Bee Sustainable Weekend
at UBarU Camp & Retreat Center
in the beautiful Texas Hill Country 

December 2nd thru 4th
• Explore the possibilities in sustainable living.

• Meet our bees up close and in person and learn a bit 
about Bee Keeping.

• Enjoy several presentations regarding the ongoing 
sustainability efforts happening at UBarU including 
water catchment and our solar arrays.

• Learn about the importance of the dark sky to our 
health and wellbeing.

• Workshops on fermentation, and crafting salves using 
bee's wax and essential oils

• Help us celebrate the dedication of our UBarU bee yard 
~ Fina’s Flowerzzz Apiary     

• Enjoy gazing at the stars at UBarU, Texas’ newest Dark 
Sky Park

• Engage in children’s nature/sustainability education 
activities.

• Become a honey connoisseur while tasting a variety 
of Texas honey.

• Mead tasting (for ages 21+)

• Enjoy an early December campfire with s’mores!

• Cost before November 11th:
    Adults: $140
    Children 4‐11: $50
    Youth 12‐19: $75.
(includes accommodations, meals and all activities!)

Click on the REGISTRATION button for details & to register.

 

DID YOU KNOW?  UBarU donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE?  Log on to 

http://ubaru.org/home/Support to donate TODAY!

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram at ubaruinsta.

What is UBarU?
It is a Unitarian Universalist Camp and Retreat Center in 
the rugged ranch land of the Hill Country near Kerrville.

UBarU’s mission is to provide a welcoming, peaceful 
place to gather for spiritual, educational, and 
recreational purposes in harmony with our

Unitarian Universalist Principles and the Land.

More info at ubaru.org

 STILL TIME TO REGISTER! 

http://ubaru.org/home/Womens-Retreat
http://ubaru.org/home/Womens-Retreat
https://activeworks.active.com/click/1/114947403/fcdfe609-01dc-47b5-9a9a-327558f10ac2/87856A35-44BA-46E8-AC60-8E05676F4BEB/
https://activeworks.active.com/click/1/114947403/fcdfe609-01dc-47b5-9a9a-327558f10ac2/87856A35-44BA-46E8-AC60-8E05676F4BEB/
https://activeworks.active.com/click/1/156689804/fcdfe609-01dc-47b5-9a9a-327558f10ac2/87856A35-44BA-46E8-AC60-8E05676F4BEB/
https://activeworks.active.com/click/1/156689804/fcdfe609-01dc-47b5-9a9a-327558f10ac2/87856A35-44BA-46E8-AC60-8E05676F4BEB/
http://ubaru.org
http://ubaru.org

